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NORTHWESTERN OHIO CONFERENCE 
The Northwestern Ohio Christian Conference will 


T H E H E R A L D 0 F G 0 S P E L L l B E R T Y convene in its ninetieth annual session at the Bethel 
Christian Church, September 22 to 25 inclusive. Mr. 
ESTABLISHED 1808 . agg ones R. R. 3, Oakwood, Ohio, is the clerk 





oHN A. " tary. 
Alva Martin Kerr, Editor :::: Genoa M. Wheatley, Editorial Assistant . B.S, Spans 


[Entered at the Post-Office in Dayton, Ohio, as second-class matter. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 8, 1918.] CHURCH WANTED 
I am open for a quarter-time church. Through a 


Rate: $2.00 per Year, in Advance misunderstanding, I did not accept a certain church, 
but another has called me for quarter time. I 

° or “= ae will accept one more for quarter time. 

Published Weekly by The Christian Publishing Association P. W. HUNSINGER. 


Greentown, Indiana. 
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cy SO Le Sore MERRIMACK CONFERENCE 


Volume 119 September 8, 1927 Number 36 The Merrimack Christian Confegence will meet in 

= " its regular annual session with the church at Wood- 

stock, Vermont, beginning at seven-thirty Friday 

evening, October 7, 1927, and continue over the fol- 
lowing Sunday. 





A. A. RICHARDS, President, 
Franklin, New Hampshire. 
HERMAN A. Lewis, Secretary, 
Woodstock, Vermont. 





GENERAL BOARD MEETING 


The General Board of the Christian Church is here- 
by called to meet in regular annual session Thurs- 
day, October 20, 1927, at ten o’clock in the audi- 
torium of The Christian Publishing Association 
Building, 219 South Ludlow Street, Dayton, Ohio. All 
members and boards are hereby notified of the above 
meeting and will govern themselves accordingly. 

F. G. Corrin, President, 
WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


Plan a Herald Society The Northern Illinois Christian Conference will 


meet in its eighty-eighth annual session with the 


e Christian Church at North Grove, Illinois, September 
In our urc 9-11. A cordial invitation is extended to ministers 
and others to attend this conference. 

Persons coming over the G. W. R. R. will stop at 
Egan and those coming over the C. M. & St. P. will 
* . sto’ Leaf River, inois. 

In a former issue of THE HERALD, ‘‘Two ~ 4 


Brothers’’ plan a HERALD SOCIETY in the Good M, Tun, Seoretary, Leaf River, Illinois. 
° t. Morris, inois, 
Hope Christian Church. 


The plan suggested by these brothers would be a SOUTHERN INDIANA CONFERENCE 
. . = The one hundred and ninth annual session of the 
fine way to create and maintain a greater interest deetiaes tales Giidten, Céataeses wh wand 
: . . ° with the Bethsaida Christian Church September 8-11, 
in THE HERALD in each church. To accomplish 1927. The opening session will be Thursday, Sep- 
‘ 4 | tember 8, at two-thirty p. m. 

the desired purpose, such a Society should be en- | Bethsaida church is located near Stewartsville, In- 

. u " 2 diana, and those coming by rail will get off at 
thusiastically planned and maintained. We would Stewartsville. Those wishing to notify the com- 
lik h f mittee as to the time of — arrival will please 
1 srt write Fred H. Whelan, New Harmony, Indiana. 

e to hear from the pastor of each church, giving Gcasuuate Eee, Pema, 

Eaton, Ohio. 





his views as to organizing and maintaining such a Cai atin: thie 
Society. Cynthiana, Indiana. 


Write your letter today and address: | NEW YORK CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
The New York Central Christian Conference will 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION meet with the Emerson Christian Church September 


219 So h L dl 8-11, 1927. Port Byron, New York, is the nearest 
ut! ree railroad station to the Emerson Church, and may 
ew St t | be reached by electric car from Rochester, Syracuse, 


1 or Auburn. Any wishing to be met, please notify 
Dayton, Ohio the church clerk, Floyde Marvin, R. R. 4, Port Byron, 


| New York, or phone from Port Byron, 144-F-12. 
ATTENTION: 0. W. WHITELOCK, MANAGER | An amendment to constitution will be offered, mak- 
m | ing conference one week earlier. 
G. A. CoNIBEAR, President, 
Lakemont, New York. 
J. A. Foss, Secretary, 
Rush, New York. 


BOARD OF FINANCE MEETING 


The Board of Finance of the Christian Church will 
meet in regular annual session Tuesday, October 18, 
1927, at ten o’clock in the office of the Secretary 
in The Christian Publishing Association Building, 
219 South Ludlow Street, Dayton, Ohio. to transact 
such matters as may properly come before it. The 
members of the board are: Rev. F. G. Coffin, Albany, 
Mo.; Rev. D. B. Atkinson, Albany, Mo.; Rev. War- 
ren H. Denison, Dayton, Ohio; Mr. John G. Myers, 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio; Rev. L. E. Smith, Norfolk. Va. ; 
Mr. A. F. Foor, Everett, Pa.; Mr. Perry G. Yantis, 
Troy, Ohio. 

F. G. Corrin, President, 
WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 




















SPLENDID NEW BOOKS for Young People and for Little Folks 





STORY WORSHIP PROGRAMS FOR THE CHURCH YEAR. Price $1.50. 
MORE STORY WORSHIP PROGRAMS. Price $1.75. 


These two books by Rev. Jay S. Stowell are full of helpful programs for 
the entire church year. They are especially adapted to Juniors and Inter- 
mediates and have come out of the experience of the author in his Sunday- 
school and Religious Education work. 


KINDERGARTEN STORIES FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND HOME. 


By Laura Ella Gragin. Sixty-four real stories of real worth to those who 
tell stories to children in the kindergarten or Sunday-school or home. [llus- 
trated. Price $1.75 net. 


STORIES FOR SPECIAL DAYS IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL. Price $1.25. 
AROUND THE CAMP FIRE WITH OLDER BOYS. Price $1.25. 
FIRESIDE STORIES FOR GIRLS IN THEIR TEENS. Price $1.25. 

THE USE OF THE STORY IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. Price $1.50. 


These four books by Margaret W. Eggleston are just the thing which 
teachers of young people in their teens should have for their work. Mrs. 
Eggleston is an expert in story-telling and she not only gives stories which 
have been successfully told by herself and others but tells you how to tell 
and use them effectively. 


HOME HANDICRAFT FOR BOYS by A. Neely Hall. Illustrated. Price $2.00. 


If you are a parent or a teacher of an active boy’s class this is the sort 
of a book that you will find which will gladden the heart of the boy and keep 
him joyously busy and to use tools. 


MISSIONARY BOOKS— 

MISSIONARY STORIES FOR LITTLE FOLKS. Primary. ITlustrated. 
Price $1.75. 

MISSIONARY STORIES FOR LITTLE FOLKS. Juniors. IMlustrated. 
Price $1.75. 


Fifty-two stories in each book told by a master of story-telling and cover- 
ing the world of missions, both home and foreign. Told in simple language. 


MASTER MISSIONARY STORIES. Edited by W. P. Livingstone. Illustrated. 
Each $1.50 net. 


The following MISSIONARY STORIES are fascinating stories of lives 
given for a great cause. They are the pioneers of modern missions and the 
books are ideal gifts for young people to receive or to study. 


MACKEY OF UGANDA. By Mary Yule. 

CHALMERS OF NEW GUINEA. By Alexander Small. 

WILLIAM CAREY. By Rev. J. H. Morrison. 

JACKSON OF MOUKDEN. By Mrs. Dougald Christie. 

ION KEITH FALCONER. By Rev. James Robson. 

GILMORE OF THE MONGULS. By W. P. Nairne. 

TOM DOBSON, THE CHAMPION OF THE OUTCAST. By Nicol Mac Nicol. 
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Each His Own 


THOUSAND cults and a thousand creeds, 
Is one a rose, and the rest all weeds? 
Or is each one suited to meet some needs? 
Is your own so great that the rest seem small? 
If it is, then keep it and live it— 
That’s all. 


‘ 


Pagan or Christian, Gentile or Jew, 
How else may you know that your own is true? 
Not for him or for me, or for others, but for you 
To live by, to die by, to stand or to fall, 
How? Keep it and live it— 
That’s all? 
, —Selected. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. W. W. Roberts changes his address 
from Crawfordsville, Indiana, to Bismarck, 
Illinois, where he has just gone to take up 
the work at Pleasant View of the Cen- 
tral Illinois Conference. 

Mr. Hermon Eldredge was our denomina- 
tional representative at the Erie Christian 
Conference in session with the Draketown 
Church, September 8-11; and Mr, A. F. 
Chase represented the Publishing House. 


Bangor, Maine, of which our well known 
field correspondent, Rev. D. P. Hurlburt, is 
pastor, was reopened Sunday, September 4, 
for services after having undergone a 
thorough renovation and repainting, great- 
ly beautifying the building. 


Rev. W. C. Hook, now serving at Waverly, 
Virginia, has been called to Holland, Vir- 
ginia, to take charge of the church made 
vacant by the resignation of Dr. James H. 
Lightbourne, and will begin his work there 
October 1. Rev. F. C. Lester becomes pas- 
tor of Waverly. 

Rev. Joseph M. Fix, who recently grad- 
uated from the theological department of 
Vanderbilt University and who had pre- 
viously served as pastor in the West, has 
accepted the pastorate of the Franklin, Vir- 
ginia, Church, made vacant by the resigna- 
tion of Rev. F. C. Lester. 

We are very sorry to learn of the illness 
of Rev. A. L. Allen, pastor of the Franklin 
Center, Pennsylvania, Church. He has a 
deep place in the affections of his people 
and they ask the earnest prayers of our 
readers for his speedy recovery, citing 
James 5:16—and we are sure that this re- 
quest will be honored by the brethren. 

Shiloh, of the Northwestern Indiana Con- 
ference, will rededicate its church building 
September 25. Rev. D. A. Cook, the pastor, 
will be assisted by Rev. W. D. Samuel, who 
will preach the sermon and be in charge of 
the dedieation. The building has been im- 
proved and beautified and a great day is 
expected. Ex-pastors and friends are 
invited. 

Rev. R. W. Page, who has just closed his 
work with the Six Mile pastorate, Eel River 
Conference, has moved to Pullman, Michi- 
gan, to take charge of the pastorate there. 
At its last session the conference voted to 
consider this a conference mission point for 
the present, and will assist Brother Page in 
getting the work established on a larger 
and better basis. 

Brother Judson R. Fiebiger, Versailles, 
Ohio, was a caller at the Publishing House 
last week following his summer’s work pre- 
paratory to his return to Defiance College 
where he will be a senior this fall. Brother 
Fiebiger would be very glad to get in touch 
with any church or churches in need of a 
pastor which he might serve in connection 
with his college work. 

We are indeed very sorry to learn that 
Dr. J. F. Burnett was threatened with 


bronchial pneumonia and had to cancel his 
speaking engagement with the New York 
Central Christian Conference as well as his 
participation in the installation services of 
Rev. R. G. English at Plainville. We are 
glad to state that at this writing he is 
better and slowly gaining. 

The young people of the Crown Point 
Christian Church, Dayton, Rev. Clark A. 
Denison pastor, gave a banquet in the 
church last Friday night, at which Miss 
Lucy M. Eldredge was the speaker. This is 
an especially enterprising group of young 
people and recently won the banner of the 
Miami Ohio Congress for their activities 
along missionary, evangelistic, and educa- 
tional lines. 

Gulph Mills, Pennsylvania, of which Rev. 
M. W. Butler is the new pastor, celebrated 
a very fine home-coming September 11, at 
which a splendid all-day program was pre- 
sented, with luncheon both noontime and 
evening. The afternoon service was under 
the auspices of the missionary society and 
Sunday-school, and at the evening service 
a program was presented by the Christian 
Endeavorers. 

Reports from the conferences in the 
Western Christian Convention indicate that 
Rev. Jesse M. Kauffman, the new field sec- 
retary, is receiving a most hearty welcome 
as he enters his new field of service in that 
section of our brotherhood. He has already 
attended a number of the conference ses- 
sions and is now beginning a constructive 
work among the local churches which we 
believe will greatly strengthen our whole 
cause. 

Rev. J. C. Francis, recently pastor of the 
New Palestine, Prairie Chapel, and Spring 
Creek churches, Miami Ohio Conference, is 
now pleasantly installed as pastor of the 
Mooreland, Indiana, Church, succeeding 
Rev. L. C. Fletcher, who recently sailed for 
Japan to teach in Keio University. Dr. 
McD. Howsare supplied the church at New 
Palestine last Sunday for Brother Frank 
Thomas who has taken charge of this pas- 
torate, and who was not able to be present 
because of a brief illness. 

Towanda, Kansas, Rev. R. L. Hendrickson 
pastor, is preparing for a series of evangel- 
istic services beginning September 18, in 
which Dr. Frederick Cooper, our well known 
pastor-evangelist at Truro, Iowa, will be 
the leader. This church received sixty-nine 
new members during the last conference 
year, but there is still quite a field for evan- 
gelistic effort. The church has taken offer- 
ings for all lines of our denominational 
work, as well as local benevolences, and 
ends the year in fine financial condition. 

Rev. and Mrs. D. P. Barrett and family 
who have just returned from Porto Rico, 
have located at Elon College, North Caro- 
lina, for their furlough. We are sure that 
Brother Barrett will be glad to visit 
churches within a reasonable distance of 
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Elon during the winter. Mrs. Barrett’s 
health has not been so good, but it is hoped 
that this furlough will be the means of re- 
storing her completely. The children will 
be in school at Elon during the winter, as 
their furlough is not scheduled to close un- 
til the last of May. 

Rev. L. F. Johnson has been very busy in 
evangelistic work during the summer in the 
Southland. He held an eight weeks’ evan- 
gelistic tour during which he preached fifty- 
seven times in nine different churches, co- 
operating with seven different ministers. 
There were many encouraging results, an: 
he deeply enjoyed the work and expects to 
continue it until some church opens in which 
he can take up the regular pastorate—his 
health being sufficiently improved now for 
vigerous work. We trust that he wili soon 
be happily located in a large fieid of service. 


In the death of Rev. Mrs. Martha Ann 
Coats, on September 4, 1927, the Eastern 
Indiana Conference loses one of its oldest 
members. Her death occurred at the home 
of her granddaughter, Mrs. Irene Davis, of 
Winchester, Indiana, where her last days 
had been given every comforting ministra- 
tion. For long years Mrs. Coats was a 
familiar presence at this conference and a 
participant in its work. The funeral serv- 
ices were conducted at Harrisville, where 
she had been a most active member for more 
than sixty years. They were in charge of 
Rev. A. E. Hoppes, her pastor, assisted by 
Rev. Charles B. Lusk, pastor at Winchester. 
A sketch of her life will be found elsewhere 
in this issue. 

The Publishing House group was glad 
last week to welcome to its fellowship Miss 
Gladys Yates, who arrived from her home 
at Suffolk, Virginia, to become office secre- 
tary for the Department of Christian Edu- 
cation, to take the place made vacant by the 
recent resignation of Miss Pattie Coghill. 
It was a great detriment to the work for 
this office to have to be closed as it former- 
ly was when Mr. Eldredge and Miss Lucy 
were in field work, as they are so much of 
the time, and an office secretary is greatly 
needed. Miss Yates is a graduate of Elon 
College, a member of our Suffolk Church, 
and an earnest Christian worker, and we 
are sure will make a competent assistant in 
the very heavy work carried by this office. 














































Quite an honor has come to Dr. W. A. 
Harper as well as to the Christian Church 
in his appointment by the World Confer- 
ence on Faith and Order at Lausanne, 
Switzerland, to membership on its Continua- 
tion Committee which is to carry on the 
purpose and work of this great world or- 
ganization. This Continuation Committee 
is world-wide and as it consists of only 
eighty-one members to represent more than 
ninety different religious bodies, the Chris- 
tian Church may well feel honored that, as 
a small body, it has representation thereon; 
and of course Dr. Harper will meet these 
responsibilities in a way in which we may 
all feel pleased. There were only two other 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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A World Full 


T was Helen Keller, was it not, who, in answer to the 
| lament that there is so much suffering and sorrow and 

misfortune in the world, replied: “Yes, but there is 
also So much overcoming.” The overcoming! That is 
the part which so many people miss. They see the hard- 
ship, the pain and sickness, the grief and disappoint- 
ment; but they fail to see the marvelous heroism with 
which so many men and women meet and overcome these 
hard things. Helen Keller herself was a brilliant example 
of just such overcoming—indeed so brilliant that one 
hardly thinks of her blindness and deafness and dumb- 
ness because she has overcome them all so marvelously 
and with such grace and sweetness. We do not think of 
her as deaf and blind, but rather we think of her loveli- 
ness, her undaunted spirit, her incredible patience and 
persistence, her remarkable mastery of her misfortunes 
and handicaps. And so instead of becoming an example 
of the world’s gloom and woe, she has become a luminous 
illustration of its overcoming and of the manner in which 
God can enable one to turn even the most hopeless of 
situations into beacons of strength and light. 


Fg there is so much more of just such overcoming 
than most of us ever take time to think—indeed, 
than most folks ever know anything about. There is not 
a community which is not being enriched by it. Men and 
women who have met misfortune and met it bravely, who 
have suffered intolerable pain or disappointment but 
suffered it sweetly, who have gone down under crushing 
burdens but have gone down with a smile on their face 
and a sympathetic hand held out to those who were worse 
off than themselves! Homes that through long, long 
years have sheltered sickness or insanity, and where hus- 
band or wife or child or other loved ones have through 
an interminable length of time ministered with a devo- 
tion that is entrancing in its unbroken faithfulness and 
tenderness! Who has not seen such homes? Who has not 
been put to shame by such uncomplaining suffering, such 
loving ministry, such radiant gloom? How almost uni- 
versal it is that in the very lives and in the very homes 
where petulance and glowering and complaining would be 
most justified, there we find most of sunshine and good 
cheer. It is only in the homes where sickness is of short 
duration, that folks complain and gall under it most. It 
is only where there is minor and passing affliction that 
there is resentment and bitterness, as a rule. Almost in- 
variably in those homes in which sickness is a matter of 
long, wearing years, and in those individuals to whom 
misfortune is a life-time task, there is a marvelous 


of Overcoming 


amount of overcoming that gives sunlight and cheerful- 
ness and a large measure of genuine happiness. 


NE of the things most to be regretted about life is 
that there are so many who do not perceive and 
appreciate this wonderful and beautiful overcoming that 
is taking place every day in the common life that is all 
about them. They are impressed with it in Helen Keller 
or some other outstanding hero, but they are absolutely 
blind to the heroic element which is constantly being in- 
fused into life by their own friends and neighbors. There 
is not a community which does not have some one whose 
life is such that if it were written up by some Dickens 
or O. Henry, the story would touch to the depths the very 
men and women who live near it day by day without once 
perceiving that it has anything peculiarly touching or ad- 
mirable about it. Thus an incalculable amount of the 
richest and best part of life is going to waste—going to 
waste because it is unappreciated and unused by us whose 
spirits ought to be enriched and purified in its presence. 
There is scarce a community which does not have at least 
one home in which for years and years some poor un- 
fortunate cripple or some infinitely more unfortunate 
mental defective has been shut within its four walls. The 
pathos of it, the heartache and strain of it, are beyond 
human language. And yet what marvelous overcoming 
—overcoming on the part of the loved ones who minister 
with such faithful tenderness even more than on the 
part of the afflicted. But how few of us ever realize that 
these are heroes made out of common clay and before our 
very eyes? And how rarely ever do we speak a word of 
admiration and encouragement either to the afflicted or 
to those who wait upon them, or spend a cheerful hour 
with them to light them on their hard way? Thus we rob 
them, and we rob ourselves. We rob them of the help and 
strength our presence and friendship could and should 
give. And we rob ourselves of the spirit and benediction 
that fall like the refreshing dews of heaven from the lives 
of those who are overcomers. One of the most illuminat- 
ing and enheartening studies of Scripture is to trace out 
how many and varied are the promises which God has 
made to him who overcometh. It is a compensation 
which inheres in the here and now as well as in the ever- 
lasting future, and it lifts life out of the sordid and the 
common and puts radiance into it. And »o one can un- 
derstand the world’s life, nor be fit for the everyday life 
that is around about him, until he has learned to perceive 
and participate in its overcoming. How much glorious 
overcoming there is! 
















































































































































































































































A Prohibition Fight on in Ohio 


The forces on both sides are being lined up in a most important 
fight over prohibition enforcement machinery here in Ohio this 
year. Until a few months ago mayors and justices of the peace 
have been the backbone of prohibition enforcement in this State, 
the dry forces depending far more upon these officers than upon 
the regular courts. It was not difficult to elect a sufficient number 
of dry mayors and justices of the peace to administer the prohi- 
bition law effectively in almost any county, which was in striking 
contrast to the results where enforcement had to depend upon 
judges or juries with wet sympathies. But a few months ago the 
United States Supreme Court declared unconstitutional that part 
of this law which provided that mayors and justices of the peace 
should be remunerated through the fines collected, thus destroying 
this highly effective prohibition enforcement machinery. Since 
this decision the dry forces have been so seriously handicapped 
that, according to a statement just sent out by the Ohio Anti- 
Saloon League, enforcement has slumped seventy-five percent in 
effectiveness and is almost at a standstill in wet centers. 

To remedy this serious situation, a bill was passed in the last 
session of the legislature, known as the Marshall Bill, to overcome 
the defect in the law pronounced unconstitutional; but a referen- 
dum has now been called upon that bill, and it will be before the 
voters at the coming election in November. The liquor forces are 
bending every energy to defeat this bill, not only because of their 
dread of this effective type of prohibition enforcement itself but 
also as a test vote of prohibition sentiment in Ohio. Hence it is 
highly important that the dry forces in this State be aroused to 
the fact that a straight-out prohibition fight is on hand, and that 
the wets are following their old-time tactics of deceit.and subter- 
fuge. All sort of vicious misinformation is being placed in circu- 
lation against the Marshall Bill. But the Christian forces of Ohio 
should bear in mind certain facts, and be guided accordingly: ~ 

First. If the Marshall Bill is defeated, the State will be left 
almost helpless so far as prohibition enforcement is concerned. It 
will be physically impossible for our courts to handle the large 
number of enforcement cases which heretofore have been disposed 
of by mayors and justices of the peace. But more than that, in 
many counties judges with wet sympathies will be elected and they 
will do little or nothing to make prohibition effective. And these 
will be the very counties where it is needed most. 

Second. That this is a wet and dry fight is made evident by the 
type of men who circulated the petitions for the referendum 
against the bill. All over the State these petitions were carried 
by wet men, some of them convicted bootleggers. In an adjoining 
county to Dayton, they were circulated by two convicted boot- 
leggers, one white the other black. In Cleveland and in Cincin- 
nati two of the mcst prominent wet agitators in the State manipu- 
lated the petitions; and all over Ohio the bootleggers, the 
rumguzzlers, houses of prostitution, and all of that ilk are being 
lined up as a solid phalanx against the Marshall Bill. This alone 
ought to indicate which side the decent and respectable citizens 
of this State should take. 


Running True to Form 


Third. Running true to their old form, the wets are trying 
to gain respectability for their fight by inducing respectable people 
to carry it on for them, and unfortunately have hoodwinked some 
of the auto clubs of the State and dragged them into the fight 
against the Marshall Bill. The officials of some of these auto 
clubs have been altogether too wise to be used by the wets. But 
some other auto clubs, with secretaries who are perhaps none too 
dry themselves, are out fighting the Marshall Bill on the ground 
that country justices of the peace have been too vigorous in the 
enforcement of the traffic laws against auto speeders. Some of 
these auto club officials in the past have themselves virtually en- 
couraged criminality by their attacks upon attempts to enforce the 
speed law; but even at that the decent and respectable people of 
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this State had a right to expect something better of our city auto 
clubs, composed in no little part of the well-to-do and most highly 
influential citizens, than that they should permit their secretaries 
and other officials to join hands with the bootleggers and common 
thugs and bums in trying to break down our most effective prohi- 
bition enforcement machinery and our chief reliance against an 
illegal liquor traffic—and the chief reliance also, for that matter, 
against the reckless auto speeders who so imperil life and against 
whom every sane auto driver in this country ought to set his 
influence instead of his protection. Christian auto drivers in city 
and country alike have every reason to want our present enforce- 
ment machinery maintained until something better can be erected 
in its place; and to defeat the Marshall Bill now will in every 
practical effect simply throw many counties of our State wide 
open to liquor law violations. 

In every city of this State and down to the remotest country 
township the dry forces should make it known, with their old-time 
zeal and their old-time skill in reaching the individual voters, that 
this is a wet and dry fight. The liquor element looks upon it as a 
test vote on prohibition—and we should see to it that this phase of 
the situation is not beclouded. 


The Message of the Lausanne Conference on Church Unity 


Many of the readers of The Herald are intensely interested in 
what was done by the World Conference on Faith and Order at 
Lausanne to promote the Christian unity for which the Christian 
denomination so long has prayed. Some of us feel that it is futile 
to attempt to find a basis for organic unity along the lines of 
creedal statements and definitions, such as were pursued by this 
Conference. But on the other hand, creedal and other such differ- 
ences not only exist but are the one greatest obstacle to union and 
simply must be disposed of in some sort of way. The things which 
were discussed at Lausanne are the very things which come up 
the moment union is proposed between any two or more churches; 
and the churches can never hope to arrive at organic unity until 
they have the courage and the wisdom to face these differences 
and thrash them out in a Christian spirit. And the spirit at 
Lausanne was Christian and on the whole admirably fine. 

The findings of the Conference cover several subjects, each 
studied by sections of the Conference and then adopted by the 
whole: The Church’s Message to the World, The Nature of the 
Church, The Church’s Common Confession of Faith, The Ministry 
of the Church, and the Sacraments. These reports, together with 
the Preamble adopted by the Conference, will be sent to the official 
boards of all of the denominations represented at the Conference. 
The Preamble, in part, follows: 

This is a Conference summoned to consider matters of Faith 
and Order. It is emphatically not attempting to define the condi- 
tions of future reunion. Its object is to register the apparent level 
of fundamental agreements within the Conference and the grave 
points of disagreements remaining; also to suggest certain lines 
of thought which may in the future tend to a fuller measure of 
agreement. ... 

We thank God and rejoice over agreements reached; upon our 
agreements we build. Where the reports record differences, we call 
upon the Christian world to an earnest reconsideration of the con- 
flicting opinions new held, and a strenuous endeavor to reach the 
truth as it is in God’s mind, which should be the foundation of 
the Church’s unity. 

God wills unity. Our presence in this Conference bears testi- 
mony to our desire to bend our wills to his. However we may 
justify the beginnings of disunion, we lament its continuance and 
henceforth must labor, in penitence and faith, to build -up our 
broken walls. 

God’s Spirit has been in our midst. It was he who called us 
hither. His presence has been manifest in our worship, our de- 
liberations, and our whole fellowship. He has discovered us to one 
another. He has enlarged our horizons, quickened our understand- 
ing, and enlivened our hope. We have dared and God has justified 
our daring. We can never be the same again. Our deep thank- 
fulness must find expression in sustained endeavor to share the 
visions vouchsafed us here with those smaller home groups where 
our lot is cast. 


More than half the world is waiting for the gospel. At home 
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and abroad sad multitudes are turning away in bewilderment from 
the Church because of its corporate feebleness. Our missions 
count that as a necessity which we are inclined to look on as a 
luxury. Already the mission field is impatiently revolting from 
the divisions of the western Church to make bold adventure for 
unity in its own right. We of the churches represented in this 
Conference cannot allow our spiritual children to outpace us. We 
must gird ourselves to the task, the early beginnings of which 
God has so richly blessed, and labor side by side with the Chris- 
tians who are working for indigenous churches until our common 
goal is reached. 

Some of us, pioneers in this undertaking, have grown old in 
our search for unity. It is to youth that we look to take the torch 
of unity. We men have carried it too much alone through many 
years. The women henceforth should be accorded their share of 
responsibility. And so the whole Church will be enabled to do that 
which no section can hope to perform. 

It was God’s clear call that gathered us. With faith stimulated 
by his guidance to us here, we move forward. 


The Findings of the Conference 

The statements upon the subjects mentioned above, and which 
will be sent out to the various churches as the findings of the 
Lausanne Conference, are too long for The Herald to print in full; 
but these will doubtless soon be made available in booklet form. As 
touching “The Church’s Message to the World”, there is little to 
which any group of Christians, perhaps, would take objection. It 
insists that “the message of the Church to the world is and must 
always remain in the gospel of Jesus Christ”, and that this gospel 
is more than a philosophical theory, or a theological system, or a 
program for material betterment; that it is a joyful message of 
redemption and the “sure source of power for social regeneration” 
as well as the only way of salvation for the individual. 

As to the nature of the Church, there was a great deal of 
division of opinion at the Conference, as there has always been 
throughout Christendom. It was agreed that the Church is “the 
communion of believers in Christ Jesus” and that there “is and can 
be but one Church, holy, catholic, and apostolic”; and that the 
Church on earth “possesses certain characteristics whereby it can 
be known of men”. But some hold that one or the other of the 
existing churches is the only true Church; others, that the true 
Church is found scattered among all of the churches. Some hold 
that a particular form of church and ministry is necessary; 


| others, that no one form is inherently preferable; and still others, 


that no organization is necessary. These and many other very 


| decided differences as to the nature of the Church not only gave 


rise to strong controversy at the Conference but compose some of 
the most foundational difficulties in the way of a united Church. 
When it came to the statements of belief, there were like funda- 


| mental differences of opinion. But the Conference was wise enough 


to make provision for such differences by declaring that, while it 


» endorsed the Nicene and the Apostles’ Creed, yet it should be “un- 
» derstood that the ways in which these creeds may be used shall be 


determined by the competent authority in each church” and that 
“the several churches will continue to make free use of such 
It even went so far as 


into all truth, may enable it, while firmly adhering to the witness 


) of these creeds (our common heritage from the ancient Church), 
» tc express the truths of revelation in additional forms according 
» to the needs of future ages”’. 
» to upset, logically and foundationally, all that it had said about 
> these ancient confessions of faith by declaring: 


And then the Conference proceeded 


We desire at the same time to leave on record our solemn and 
unanimous testimony that no external and written standards can 
take the place of that inward and personal experience of union 
with the living Christ which is the only experience of spiritual 
vitality, and that the object of our faith is not any statement 
about Christ, but the Lord Jesus Christ himself. 

When it said this, the Conference struck down to a bedrock 
principle which reveals the utter futility and folly of all of the 
clamor and clash which the churches have made down through the 
ages over their creeds and confessions, as the Conference thus ad- 
mitted that in the last analysis it must be left to the individual 
himself and to his inward and personal experience with Jesus 
Christ. And that is just where the Christian denomination has 
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always left it and insisted that it should be left by all the churches. 

On the ministry of the Church there were also differences of 
the most fundamental kind—as to the nature of ordination, and 
the grace conferred thereby; the function and authority of 
bishops; the nature of Apostolic Succession, etc. The Conference 
believed that “the first step towards the overcoming of these diffi- 
culties is the frank recognition that they exist, and the clear defini- 
tion of their nature,” and it set forth some of these differences and 
something of their significance as obstacles to union. Reared as we 
have been in the atmosphere of a congregational church system, 
where there is an utter absence of the spirit of priestly authority 
and mysteries, it will be very difficult for us of the Christian 
Church to understand how sacred to others seem the priestly ele- 
ment of the ministry, the Apostolic Succession, and the special 
grace and authority which adhere in the ministry under these 
views. The two viewpoints seem irreconcilable; but there is ground 
for hope in the fact that Christian people of all churches are 
coming to recognize the validity of each other’s faith and forms 
and to unite, as this Conference pleaded that they should do, “in 
the activities of brotherly service which Christ has committed to 
his disciples’’. 


A Continuation Committee Appointed 

The last section of the report deals with the sacraments; and 
here too there are vast differences—especially between the Ortho- 
dox Church of the East and the great body of Protestantism. The 
Orthodox Church holds that there are seven sacraments, and that 
in order to be valid these must be performed in a particular way 
and by a proper ministry. Others, like the Quakers, attach high 
value to the sacramental principle, but do not make use of the out- 
ward signs of sacraments but hold only to the spiritual content. 
Still others regard only baptism and the Lord’s Supper as sacra- 
ments; and this Conference laid stress on these two, as they were 
the most generally acknowledged by the churches participating in 
this Conference. No attempt was made, however, to define and 
limit baptism by any special mode, nor to give any specific mean- 
ing to Holy Communion, about which there always has been such 
vast difference of opinion, even in Protestant bodies. The Con- 
ference contented itself with the assertion, ““We are aware that 
the reality of the divine presence and gift in this sacrament can 
not be adequately apprehended by human thought or expressed in 
human language,” and closed its statement on the sacraments with 
the prayer “that the differences which prevent full communion at 
the present time may be removed’. In this prayer it would seem 
that every earnest-hearted Christian ought to join; for if there is 
any place the followers of Jesus Christ should be willing to come 
together, it certainly would seem to be around the table where 
they commemorate the suffering and death for them of their one 
common Lord and Master. It seems little less than a blasphemy on 
his name, and certainly it is on his spirit, that those who adore 
him should shut each other out from this sacred service. 

Simply to read these findings of the Conference gives a sense 
of deep disappointment, as it is about such as any well-informed 
individual might himself have written. There is nothing that is 
new in it, and little that is clarifying—and certainly nothing that 
can be used to any great advantage in advancing the cause of 
Christian unity. But it must be remembered that the real value 
of this great and historic Christian assembly was not in any state- 
ment that it might issue, but rather in the mingling together of 
representatives of all of these churches in Christian brotherhood, 
and in frank discussion of the differences which hold them apart. 
Unquestionably this gathering has started trains of thought and 
feeling which will profoundly affect Christian understanding, and 
has begun processes which will work mightily for the advance- 
ment of Christian unity. 

A world-wide Continuation Committee was appointed to carry 
on the work of the Conference, and we are happy to know that 
our own Dr. W. A. Harper was made a member of it. It is earn- 
estly to be hoped that this Continuation Committee will find the 
way to perpeteuate this quest for a closer rapprochement of the 
churches at the only place in which they are really divided—in the 
creeds and ceremonies. 














A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth.—Luke 12:15. 


HILOSOPHERS' and _ theologians 
P through the centuries have speculated 
and rendered decisions as to what con- 
stitutes the essence of life, the abiding 
values of life. The first answer and a most 
persistent one was given by the Epicureans 
or Hedonists who taught that life consists 
in happiness. Another answer was set 
forth by the Stoics who contended that the 
satisfying life consists in superiority over 
the world and its vicissitudes of fortune, a 
sort of calm and independent indifference 
this to circumstances and surroundings. 
There have been other answers, too, but the 
best and most convincing was given by Je- 
sus when he outlined the purpose for which 
he came into the world—that men might 
have life and that they might have it more 
abundantly. To be convinced of the worth- 
whileness of his mission, one has only to 
lift the curtain of the ages and look upon 
the social order in Palestine in the first 
Christian century and contrast it with the 
life of the common people of the world to- 
day. The Prophet of Nazareth has made 
good in bringing the joys and satisfactions 
of the abundant life to the world’s populace, 
and he introduced at the same time the 
spirit of hopefulness and progress in the 
world when he assured men that this 
abundant life is to be even more abundant. 
In the instance discussed in the twelfth 
chapter of Luke in which a man in the 
crowd where he was preaching interrupted 
and desired that Jesus would confer with 
his brother and induce him to divide the 
inheritance with him, we are brought face 
to face in negative fashion with one of the 
most trenchant utterances of the great 
Teacher. Jesus says plainly to this man 
that he has the wrong slant on life, and 
that he must revise his whole outlook and 
cease to believe that a man’s life consists 
in the abundance of the things which he 
possesses. He then tells the crowd that 
thronged his presence that wonderful story 
of the farmer whose fields yielded an 
enormous crop and who decided that he 
would wreck his barns and in their place 
construct larger ones in which to store all 
his increase, and then spend the remainder 
of his life in taking his ease, eating, drink- 
ing, and merry-making. God pronounced 
this man a fool according to the parable, 
and then Jesus turns to the man who 
wanted his brother to divide up and says: 
“So is he that layeth up treasure for him- 
self, and is not rich toward God.” 
Materialism has wrecked its hosts in in- 
dividual life. It has broken the bonds of 
kinship and sundered the ties of family and 
of blood. It has undone every civilization 
that has flourished and ceased to be. As 


Note: The above is the seventeenth opening 
address delivered to the students of Elon College by 
President Harner. It was given Sunday, September 
11, 1927.—THE Epiror. 





Of What Does Life Consist > 


BY W. A. HARPER, LL. D., President of Elon College 


we look back over the annals of departed 
nations, we are able to see that the germs 
of decay and destruction were operative in 
the undermining of individual and social 
character in the days of their greatest ma- 
terial prosperity. Every nation which has 
fastened its eyes and centered its heart’s 
affections and bestowed its energies upon 
material things as the ultimate goal and 
purpose of personal and societal achieve- 
ment, has had its life eaten out by the 
canker of its very materialistic success. 
When we consider that the wealth of the 
United States now equals the wealth of the 
eight next richest modern nations, we may 
comprehend what a threatening situation 
our country faces. We have prospered to 
untold degree. The wealth of our nation is 
prodigious, incomprehensible, and our na- 
tional income is causing it to mount higher 
and higher wtih each succeeding year. Ina 
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LIKENESS TO THEE 


HELP me, my Lord, to grow 
More like to thee, 

Thy wondrous love to know, 
Thy face to see. 

Lord, fill my soul with light, 

Dispel the gloom of night, 

And make me through thy might 
More like to thee. 


Though rotgh the road may be, 
Jagged and steep, 

Lord, though I may not run, 
Upward I'll creep. 

When nightly shadows fall, 

When doubts and fears appall, 

Then may | rise from all, 
More like to thee. 


Or if my footsteps sink 
In doubt’s dark wave, 
May | like Peter cry, 
Lord Jesus, save! 
So by my faith to prove 
Thine all redeeming love; 
Oh, make me, heavenly Dove, 
More like to thee. 


And when from Pisgah’s height 
Canaan I view; 
When faith shall change to sight, 
Old things to new; 
Then in a nobler song, 
Through all the ages long, 
I'll stand amid the throng, 
More like to thee. 
—Arthur Stevens Phelps, in 
“Songs of Pilgrimage.” 
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time like this there is need for the Ameri- 
can people to understand what the abun- 
dance of life consists in, and particularly is 
it desirable that our youth should face this 
issue and dispassionately evaluate the abid- 
ing excellencies of living. 

We have spoken of the answers which 
philosophers and theologians have given as 
to what constitutes the real substance of 
this business of living. We shall now ap- 
proach the issue from the standpoint of the 
Christian life. Here likewise we find 














various answers to the question. A large 
and influential group of sincere Christians 
have said in effect, if not in language, that 
a man’s life consists in the abundance of 
the things he believes. There is no doubt 
that faith fills a large place in the Chris. 
tian experience. The great Paul said that 
Christian faith is the real substance of the 
objectives for which we hope in Christian 
living, and further that it is the proof to 
the believer that the things he aspires to 
achieve will ultimately be realized. We 
should not, therefore, under any circum- 
stances depreciate or undervalue faith as a 
fundamental factor in Christian character. 
The saints, the prophets, the reformers, the 
progressives of the Kingdom have always 
exhibited a splendid faith, a faith that 
comprehended in its grasp their own per- 
sonalities, their fellow-men, and God. We 
may well, therefore, emulate those who 
teach that life consists in the wealth of its 
beliefs and we should be anxious to in- 
clude in our own attitudes this essential 
quality of the Christian way and program. 


However, faith is not the all-inclusive 
abundance of the Christian life. Even in 
Paul’s day there was dissatisfaction with 
the tendency to make it the whole of the 
Christian obligation, and James, reputed to 
be the brother of Jesus, protests against 
this view in no uncertain terms. James in- 
sists that he will show his faith by his 
works. He is in his contention the stalwart 
representative of a vigorous group of 
Christian believers. These energetic per- 
sons think that life consists in the abun- 
dance of the things which a man does. Un- 
fortunately, in some instances, those who 
have believed in works as evidence of the 
Christian life have not been able to appre- 
ciate those who have believed in faith as its 
foundational principle; and, contrariwise, it 
is difficult for the man of devout and trust- 
ful faith to comprehend the busy and ag- 
gressive activity of the man whose spirit- 
ual convictions must seek an outlet in re 
formative service. 
is found in neither view taken separately 
and alone. The truth of the situation is 
found in a synthesis of faith and deeds. 
There is no question that Christian faith 
should properly express itself in Christian 
conduct. It is inevitable that such a dyna- 
mic faith as Christianity is, should bear 
fruit in the life of those who have embraced 
it. Its Founder said that his followers 
would be known by their fruits, that there 
would be evidence in their daily living and 
attitudes of that change of heart which had 
been wrought within by the sincere and 
ardent embracing of his teachings. 

























































We speak in these days of Christian 
civilization. This is as it should be, but we 
are far from having yet achieved a social 
order that may be properly characterized 
as Christian. The realization of such 4 












The truth of the matter 
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civilization as the goal of the Christian life 
on earth, is what Jesus himself described as 
heaven on earth, and the realization of this 
spiritual Kingdom can only be achieved by 
the wedding together in happy wedlock of 
Paul’s principle of faith and James’ prin- 
ciple of works, the welding of these two 
principles into an indissoluble union, “one 
and inseparable, now and forever.” The 
social gospel is personal faith expressed in 
co-operative effort to redeem the world and 
its institutions, and to render them truly 
Christian in outlook and influence. This is 
what we mean when we speak of a college 
as Christian. We do not mean a “goody, 
goody” place where prayers are said and 
converts are wont to be made—although 
both will be done there—but primarily a 
place whose very atmosphere is tense with 
the spirit of the social gospel, a place where 
young men and young women become moti- 
vated in terms of Christian idealism and 
go forth into the world activated to serve 
as Christians in whatever vocation they 
may choose. We mean even more than this— 


we mean that such a college will send forth 
as its fruits men and women who will make 
any calling they may select itself Christian, 
or who will find another avenue of express- 
ing their Christian goodwill for the world. 
When an institution does this, it is the em- 
bodiment of the social gospel, it is contribut- 
ing its part to make our civilization Chris- 
tian, and may itself be properly designated 
as a Christian college. This is a severe 
test, but none too severe. 


A third answer has been given to our 
quest, and in appreciation of this answer we 
have constructed in America a public school 
system for the education of the people that 
costs us annually two billions of dollars and, 
in addition to this, we have constructed a 
system of higher education in which we in- 
vest annually some five hundred million 
more. Universal education has become the 
passion of the American people, and back 
of this passion lies a philosophy. This 
philosophy says that a man’s life consists 

(Continued on page sixteen) 


Twelve Years Is not So Long 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


Just a week ago today I met a young 

woman on the train whom I had first 
met twelve years ago, when she was a girl 
twelve years old at our first summer school 
of the Christian Church at Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. I remembered her and her little 
sister of ten years very well, for they were 
quite “the life of the party’ when they 
were in evidence. And now this young 
lady was on her way to Chicago to become 
the Director cf Religious Education of one 
of the great churches of that city and to 
lead children and youth in facing the great 
adventure of life. 

Can it be that this is the twelve-year-old 
I met only twelve short years ago at Vir- 
ginia Beach? No, she is not the same; 
she is the product of the years. 

Twelve years is not so long, but in those 
twelve years there has been a great back- 
ground of Christian Education working and 
it has transformed this young woman from 
the little child of twelve years ago to this 
competent Christian young woman who 
faces me today. 

And it has been a full program of Chris- 
tian Education from the home through the 
church and community and school and on to 
the college and university into the full life 
She now enjoys. She has before her the 
school of experience, but she is prepared to 
meet it. Twelve years is not long, but how 
much has come into that life in these twelve 
years! There have been woven into that 
life the atmosphere and teachings of a 
Christian home and the background of a 
Christian Church with its Sunday-school 
and its Christian Endeavor society and its 
helpful atmosphere of service. There have 
been woven into that life, and into the life 
cf that little ten-year-old sister (who is 
also a teacher of Christian Education) the 
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love and Christian nurture of parents and 
teachers and preachers, and this followed 
up by the training of Defiance Christian 
College and—well, twelve years is not so 
long, but those twelve years have wrought 
a miracle in transforming these two chil- 
dren who played around the grounds of 
Virginia Beach into competent, useful, 
Christian leaders. 

Twelve years is not so long. And I am 
thinking now of an outcast woman whom 
I know very well. Twelve years ago she 
was in a home in the hills of the East, 
with every possibility of as useful a life as 
any young girl of her age, but today she 
is an outcast and despised by society and 
there is none to speak well of her. She has 
deserted her home and her friends, who 
would now help her if they could, and has 
chosen to live with the underworld. And 
twelve years ago she was a carefree girl 
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LOVE’S WAGES 


THE wages of love are small, se small, 
You scarce might know they were paid 
at all. 

A glance, a smile, or the clasp of hands, 

The coin of a heart that understands; 

A name soft whispered, a lingered kiss— 

The wage of love is paid in this. 


But, oh, the magic such coin can buy— 
The walking joy of a dawn-flushed sky, 
Drudgery speeding on skylark’s wings, 
Songs in the heartbeats of common things, 
And firelit shadows of evening bent 

With peace and comfort and all-content. 


The wages of love are small, so small, 

One scarcely could say that they cost at all. 

Yet lives are lonely, and hearts still ache 

In bitter lack for the wee coin's sake; 

And many a silk-clad life of ease 

Would barter its purse of gold for these. 
ood Housekeeping. 
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in a Christian home. Twelve years is not 
so long. 

But this bright girl of twelve years ago 
lacked the counsel of those who might have 
helped her then and she was given her own 
will and way which led not in the path of 
Christian nurture. A part-time church had 
little influence on her life. She left school 
and home as early as she found it possible 
to do so and the years have brought to the 
world a young woman who may spread evil 
continually for many years to come. The 
whole story of that life is too heart-rending 
to go over in any detail, but it is enough to 
say that there is a broken home which ever 
has a shadow and a world which has a prob- 
lem with a life which is given over to sin 
and self-will. 

Twelve years is not so long, and twelve 
years ago you could not say but that there 
was as much natural promise in the life of 
one of these young women as in the other. 
The one who is now seemingly beyond the 
reach of home and church and right was as 
fine and as bright and as promising a child 
as you will find in a long journey. But the 
home and the church and the school failed 
somehow, and what a difference for time 
and eternity it made! 

Do the words “Christian Education” 
sound like machinery? I sometimes think 
they do, but what better name can we give 
it? Whatever you may call it, we mean 
that which gives a child a Christian home 
with Christian nurture and a church and 
school and playground which are controlled 
and motivated by Christian love and wis- 
dom, and a college which knows God as well 
as “things” and which sends young men and 
young women out into the world with a 
faith as strong or stronger than when they 
came on to its campus from Christian 
homes. 

What we mean by Christian Education is 
that love and nurture and training which 
take a child in its earliest years and work 
with God in performing the miracle of 
changing that life into a Christian man- 
hood and womanhood through the influences 
of a Christian home and school and church 
and on into larger life through training and 
service until a man is given to the world 
which shall be after the pattern of the man 
Christ Jesus. That is true Christian Edu- 
cation and that is a true goal in homes and 
churches and colleges and on playgrounds 
and in study and work and play. 

Twelve years is not so long, but there 
may be put into that twelve or twenty years 
that which will prove a blessing or a curse 
to the child and the man and the world. 

We have been satisfied with too small and 
too detached and fragmentary a program. 
We have not linked the home to the church 
and the school and to the other relations of 
life; but we have now sensed our mistake 
and realize that it is not enough that a 
child shall go to Sunday-school or to Chris- 
tian Endeavor, but back of that and in it 
all shall be the church and the home and the 
school all working together in all the life 
of the child and in the making of the man 
which is to be. 
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We have “specialized” too much with the 
child and have tried to reach him in one way 
or another or with one society or another 
and have not considered the hours and days 
he spends in other situations. The Sunday- 
school or any other society should never for- 
get the home and should not seek to take its 
place in a child’s life. It should rather 
study how it may work with the home and 
with the church and school in building up 
that life in true Christian character. No 
organization should live for itself, but all 
our church organizations should live for the 
good of those who compose them and for 
the service they can render to the Kingdom. 


Twelve years is not so long, but in twelve 
years we should get nearer our goal of hav- 
ing the church know the home and the school 
and the child, and work together with them 
in the making of the man. 


And it is coming. Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools and Week-day Religious Instruc- 
tion in a thousand centers of our land are 
signs of its coming. But these are not 
enough, although they are the earnest of 
much which is to be. The greatest prob- 
lems center in the home, and our greatest 
forces for right and for righteousness in the 
life of the church and the child are in our 
Sunday-schools and Christian Endeavor so- 
cieties. Our first and great task is to make 
these finer and more fruitful in reaching 
the child, not only an hour a week, but more 
fully into his home and school and play life. 
And the church will begin to be not only a 
field but a force for God and for good in the 
child’s life, and the Kingdom of God will 
begin to come with power when it is mani- 
fest in the lives of coming men and women. 

Twelve years is not so long, and give us 
twelve years of getting the Sunday-school 
better acquainted with the Christian En- 
deavor society and with missionary work 
and study, and all of these better acquainted 
with the home and school of the child, and 
we will mark a change in the Church of God 
which will cheer our hearts and help to 
bring in the Kingdom. 

Twelve years is not so long—look around 
you and look into the faces of little children 
on the Cradle Roll, and remember that in 
twelve years from now they will be in high 
school. Look around you and see those fine 
young high school folks, and then use your 
mind and imagination and think of them 
twelve years from now when they will be 
the preachers and the teachers and the 
fathers and the mothers of a coming gener- 
ation. 

And as we look at these little children 
and as we face these young people of junior 
and high school age, let us remember that 
it is now or never in most of their lives. 
If the only program we have for their lives 
is a “keep still” or a “don’t” program, which 
only runs from day to day or from week to 
week—well, then we do not have much to 
offer them and we will not have them long 
with us. 

Twelve years is not so long, but 1939 is 
waiting to see what your vision was in 1927. 
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The Union of Christians 


BY REV. HENRY CRAMPTON 


shame as it admits the necessity of 

Christian union, for the need is very 
great; and it is coming as fast as the 
people are prepared for it. I say prepared, 
for preparation is necessary, not only 
among the church members, but also among 
the so-called “higher-ups” in the different 
denominations. I was field secretary for 
several years, and I know what I am writ- 
ing about. With all our boasting about 
Christian union, we are no more ready to 
go half-way or more than the denomina- 
tions about us. 

This union will never be brought about by 
people who get mad—angry, feelings hurt 
—and tramp from one denomination to an- 
other; nor by ministers who leave one de- 
nomination for another because of an in- 
crease of salary. Epworth Leagues, Luther 
Leagues, and others have, till recent years, 


Ts Christian world should blush with 
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SPEAK TO MY HEART THROUGH 
GARDENS 


GPEAK to my heart through gardens, till 
I see 

The shame of service rendered grudgingly; 
Turn from the selfishness that could forget 
A lifetime were too short to pay my debt, 
Beholding how from bud to petal-fall, 
Proud poppies flame with joy at giving all. 


Out of the grace of gardens, make me wise 
To learn as larkspur mirrors mist-blue skies, 
Here in my place, thy holy ground, I, too, 
May lift a lift that as a mirror true 
Reflects the beauty of that blessed One 
Who in a garden prayed, “Thy will be done!” 


Teach me in dewy silences to know 

On the pruned bush the loveliest roses grow, 

That when the shears of sorrow shall be laid 

Against my life, serene and unafraid, 

A sturdier faith shall flower there and be 

A richer crimson in my love for thee. 

—Molly Anderson Haley, in 

The Churchman. 
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tended to narrowness. The plea, “Loyalty 
to one’s own church”, is to me a very poor 


excuse for their existence. “Do they do 
good?” Certainly, but not the greatest 
good. Christian Endeavor as organized 


has always stood for all the highest good in 
the Christian life. And what more can 
young people have? 

The union of Christians is not organic in 
any sectarian sense. Jesus and the apostles 
believed in local organizations, but not in 
sects. The New Testament acknowledges 
Peter, but not Peterites; Paul, but not 
Paulites. It accepts sections, but not 
divisions. It calls for various kinds of 
work, all sorts of talents, unfettered think- 
ing, but harmony as well. It mentions no 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Congre- 
gationalist, Disciple, Christian churches. 
Disciple and Christian are names applied 


to individuals, “the church” to the assembly 
only. Denominational religion is not neces- 
sarily the religion of the Man of Galilee, 
nor the kind which brings spiritual 
strength. The New Testament recognizes a 
converted person as God’s own child, and 
not the limb or instrument of a denomina- 
tion. Jesus Christ never delegated to any 
person the power to dictate to others what 
their faith should be. He never intended 
that the Church should take the place of 
himself or the Bible. No church, no set of 
men, has any God-given authority to de- 
clare a man a saint or a sinner because he 
agrees or disagrees with the rules of that 
particular organization. 

“But are not denominations as they now 
exist necessary?” We are told they are, 
but that does not make it so. The Phari- 
sees, Sadducees, Herodians, were sectarian, 
denominational, but Jesus condemned the 
whole business and said, “Except ye become 
as little children, ye cannot be saved”. 

The Bible is God’s revealed Word, and to 
God man is responsible. I was told some 
time ago by a bigoted sectarian that her 
denomination was the only one going to 
heaven, and she quoted as proof of that, 
“Many are called, but few are chosen”. 


I let her run down—yes, such people run 
down if you have patience to wait for it, 
and I had—then I said, “If that is true, 
and your people are the only ones there, 
you will all be very sorry you went”. 

I knew full well if I waited long enough 
she would want to know “Why?” <A won- 
an’s curiosity is as great as a man’s, and 
the “Why” came after a long time. Then 
I said, “’Because there will be such a small 
number there that you will all get very 
lonesome, for heaven is a very large place”. 
O, the awful narrowness of some people! 
They are to be pitied, and need an enlarge- 
ment of the brain and heart. 


Real, heartfelt union of Christians would 
mean a higher standard of Christianity. 
Strife, controversy, unkind debates would 
be unknown, for all distinctions would be 
lost sight of, and the Church would do its 
intended work, and the wonderful prayer 
of our loving Savior would be answered. 


John Stuart Blackie’s heart was deeply 
stirred when he wrote: 


“Creeds and confessions? High church or low? 
I cannot say: but you would vastly please us 
If with some pointed Scripture you could show 
To which of these belonged the Savior Jesus. 


“I think to all, or none: not curious creeds 

Or ordered forms of churchly rule he taught, 
But soul of love that blossomed into deeds 
With human good and human blessing fraught. 


“On me, nor priest, nor presbyter, nor pope, 
Bishop nor dean may stamp a party name; 
But Jesus with his largely human scope, 

The service of my human life may claim. 


“Let prideful priests do battle about creeds ; 


The church is mine that does most Christlike deeds.” 


Lancaster, Ohio. 
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At Prayer Time 


And going on a little further.—Mark 
1:19. 

o 

There is an impressive idea of progress 
in the work of Jesus as it is given in the 
narratives. From the very beginning there 
is a steady development leading to larger 
opportunities and a more extensive work. 
It is that idea that we use these words to 
point to here. Jesus had interviewed Simon 
and Andrew, and they had decided to follow 
him. But it meant no halt to the work of 
seeking others. “Going on a little further 
he saw James...and John... And 
straightway he called them: and... they 
went after him.” 

As the scenes change in the narrative 
there is a constant movement toward 
greater importance of ministry and a 
greater number of people served, and more 
people following after him. Even the scope 
of the work of the disciples grew. What a 
difference there is in the command that Je- 
sus gave his disciples when he first sent 
them out, and the command he gave them 
in his last interview. At first he told them, 
“Go not into any way of the Gentiles, and 
enter not into any city of the Samaritans: 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel,” (Matt. 10:5). His last com- 
mission, as Matthew gives it, was in other 
terms: “Go ye therefore, and make dis- 
ciples of all the nations...” (28:19). 

After he went away, the work still grew. 
Disciples, both fearful and humble, met to- 
gether in convenient places; but they con- 
tinued steadfastly in matters of their new 
faith and work, and things progressed so 
rapidly that one rarely thinks of the change 
of scene from that—likely unpretentious— 
upper room to the scene of Peter preaching 
his sermon on Pentecost. 

Soon a Saul is converted in Damascus, 
who develops into an apostle Paul. Philip, 
moving in obscure places for a time, has a 
conversation with a man and soon there is 
a Christian convert going toward Gaza and 
Ethiopia. Churches spring up in Asia 
Minor, in Macedonia, and soon Paul is 
preaching at Rome. What_ interesting 
progress! 

C3 


And, for success, I ask no more than this: 

To bear unflinching witness for the truth, 

All true whole men succeed; for what is 

worth 

Success’ name unless it be the thought, 

The inward surety, to have carried out 

A noble purpose to a noble end, 

Although it be the gallows or the block? 
—Lowell. 

o 


As for territory and populations involved 
with the growth of the Christian movement, 
our own opportunities and tasks today offer 
a splendid witness. 

Do you realize that the county you live 
in is probably as large as the little State 
of Judea in Jesus’ day? And if you take 
four or five other counties around you, that 


you have a territory not a great deal small- 
er than the sections in which Jesus worked 
—Judea, Perea, Samaria, and Galilee? 
With one or two exceptions, we have no 
States in our country as small as all Pal- 
estine. 

Our own United States is a vast field of 
opportunity. Its cities and villages and 
country communities invite Christian fol- 
lowers to do and teach the great ideals of 
God and neighbor that Jesus so magnificent- 
ly urged. Furthermore, communities are 
receptive. 

Conditions still exist, let it be remem- 
bered, in most communities for the pains- 
taking effort to Christianize life. Dr. Ward 
tells of a minister who was criticized by an 
audience because he had spoken of the 
poverty and vice of their “prosperous 
church-going town”. But the minister was 
more right than wrong. A physician called 
the speaker aside “and told him of the big 
liquor bills at the drug store; of the under- 
nourished, badly housed, tubercular colony 
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O thou whose love didst stoop to feel 
Our weakness, our pain, and care, 

O thou who didst the leper heal, 

To us thy self-less love reveal 

That we the gift may share. 


O give us now the surgeon’s skill 

And science freed from craft and greed, 
Submissive yearning for thy will, 
Wisdom divine our minds to fill, 

And eyes to see the need. 


To mothers in the pangs of woe, 
To children starving without bread, 
O let us feel the debt we owe 
In self-denying love to go 
Wherever thou hast said. 

—Laura Schere Copenhaver. 
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on the outskirts of the town”. Few com- 
munities are free from these influences yet. 
So what an opportunity! 


oO 


But there is something greater still. It 
is the whole moral world that now lays 


before Christian disciples. There is scarce- 
ly a corner in the world where they cannot 
go in person or in purse. We need not get 
out of sight of our home to do this. A 
letter will go in a few days to India, or to 
China; and only a few more days will be 
required for a letter to get to Africa. On 
my desk now is a message from Japan, just 
came today, and it required probably about 
the same time to make the whole journey 
that a traveler may have had to take to 
cross little Palestine in Jesus’ day. 

In this world at our doors are greater 
populations to serve, many thousands of 
them in conditions that Christians cannot 
tolerate. See this bird’s-eye picture of a 
village in China, for instance: “There is no 
sanitation. The filth of the streets over- 
powers the senses with its odors. Tubercu- 
losis breeds and thrives in the windowless, 
dampy mud-floor huts. Concubinage de- 
grades family life. ...It is understood 
that the local official who has bought his 
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office will squeeze out for himself as large 
a proportion of the taxes as possible. Super- 
stition and demon worship still exist.” 

There are doubtless many villages else- 
where. Some of them may be in Japan; 
some in Porto Rico. These places are with- 
in our reach. We have consecrated men 
and women there to serve for us. Eager 
and sincere native Christians are putting 
their lives to the tasks that are open to our 
resources and our prayers. 


Oo 


Gather us in, thou love that fillest all, 

Gather our rival faiths within thy fold, 

Rend each man’s temple veil and bid it fall 

— may know that thou hast been of 
old. 


Thine is the mystic life great India craves, 

Thine is the Parsee’s sin-destroying beam, 

Thine is the Buddhist’s rest from tossing 
waves, 

Thine is the empire of vast China’s dreams; 


Some seek a Father in the heavens above, 

Some ask a human image to adore; 

Some crave a spirit vast as life and love: 

Within thy mansions we have all and more. 
—George Matheson. 


What a remarkable distance has been 
covered by that “little further” which Mark 
uses to characterize a day of work and 
journey for Jesus. It has crossed deserts, 
bridged rivers, climbed mountains, in search 
of imperiled and oppressed life to which it 
could minister. It has gone up and down 
the streets of the world’s great cities; not 
alone on the great avenues, but also along 
those dismal vice-smirched streets and 
alleys where un-souled humanity ekes out 
its misdirected way. 

It has followed pathways to hundreds of 
homes where loneliness dwelt, where sickness 
and discouragement held down the hearts 
and hopes of the poor. Its ministry to body 
and to mind has set going new ambitions 
where once despair gave no room for rest 
or joy. It has crossed again and again the 
pathless oceans and it has connected the 
hearts of the people of the world with a 
message of brotherhood. 

A little further! A journey that has not 
ended yet! 

oO 

“Lead on, O King Eternal, 

The day of march has come.” 
Lr 

Father of all mankind, we thank thee 
that the journey of Jesus has come to our 
own heart’s door. We seek to open our lives 
that he may more fully enter in. Where he 
bids us follow, we want to be ready both to 
do and to go. Make us mindful, as was he, 
of the hundreds of lives who need but a 
helpful kindness to lift them from despair 
to joyful, useful living. And may we see 
the pathways that lead to the uttermost 
part of the earth, along which he is travei- 
ing to make them pathways of peace. May 
no distance cause us to fail him, may no 
nearness dull our feeling, in the service of 
any human life. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 








Evangelism and Life Service 


McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





A Spirit of Optimism Prevails in the West 
RECENT visit to Iowa conferences re- 


veals a fine spirit of optimism. This 
spirit has been apparent since the last meet- 
ing of the Western Convention. 

The Union Iowa, Central Iowa, and West- 
ern Iowa conferences adopted the budget, 
and placed themselves on record as ready 
for a bigger program in Evangelism. The 
reports show that the conferences lost mem- 
bership last year, but we are hoping that 
the coming year will overcome this loss, and 
that they may make at least a ten-percent 
gain. 

Rev. Jesse M. Kauffman has been elected 
field secretary for the Western Convention, 
and we are sure he will do a great work 
in this capacity. 

Rev. R. L. Raybourn and Rev. F. M. 
Strange aided us very materially in making 
our trip from conference to conference by 
the use of their automobiles. 

We ought to be profoundly grateful that 
we have centers of influence established in 
certain sections of the Middle West, and we 
should seek to strengthen these, and es- 
tablish still others, if we desire to make a 
contribution to the life of this part of our 
country. 

All of these conferences and churches will 
find a ready response at headquarters in 
helping put across this great work. 





Foreign Missions 


Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





E have just returned from an eighteen- 
day trip visiting five conferences in 
Kansas and Western Illinois. These included 
the Northwestern Kansas, Northern Kansas 


and Nebraska, Eastern Kansas, Southern 
Kansas, and the Western Illinois confer- 
ences. It was impossible to stay through 
all the sessions of any of these conferences 
because they came so close together in dates 
but were so widely separated in locations. 
We were able, however, to spend about two 
days at each and this was sufficient time to 
enable us to catch something of the spirit 
of each conference. In addition to repre- 
senting the work of the Foreign Mission 
Department, we were able to present in 
various ways the whole work of the Chris- 
tian Church. The response of the people 
was excellent and each group of workers 
showed genuine interest in and a good 
grasp of our denominational activities. 
Crop prospects in general are much 


better than for several years in Kansas, 
and the spirit of the people is optimistic for 
the church, with the coming of Rev. Jesse 
M. Kauffman into the active field work of 
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the Western Convention. There is universal 
regret that Dr. Coffin is compelled to give 
up the presidency of Palmer College, but 
everywhere there is a strong and growing 
feeling of confidence in the ability and con- 
secration of the incoming president, Rev. 
Alfred W. Hurst. He is well and favorably 
known throughout the West, and will give 
his best to this great section of our church. 

The fine hospitality of the people and the 
way in which so many of them co-operated 
with us in our effort to make all the en- 
gagements we had accepted was wonderful. 
It would be unfair to name any of these 
friends and not the host of others who 
shared with them in these tasks. The fine 
way in which so many rendered aid gives us 
nothing but pleasant memories of the trip. 
We hope that it has served to give some 
new bits of information and inspiration to 
these loyal members of the Christian 


Church. 





The General Convention 
and 
Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





New Budget Plan Meets Approval 


O far we have learned of the adoption of 
the budget plan by the following con- 
ferences: 





Conferences ~ Allotments 
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We are anxious to hear from the confer- 
ences as rapidly as they adopt it. It is the 
best wisdom of the Convention. It will 
succeed just as successfully as conference 
officials, pastors, church boards, and de- 
nominational officers help work it out and 
put our very best efforts at it. Together 
we go forward. There will be detail prob- 
lems, but a willing spirit can solve many of 
them easily. 


With the Workers 
AT CLEARVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 

T was a pleasure to be with the Rays Hill 
and Southern Pennsylvania Conference 
at Clearville throughout the session. Presi- 
dent Foor gave a splendid address. He 
stressed five outstanding themes vital to the 
life of the conference: The Christian home 
—if it fails all fails; investment of money 
and time in the church—that lack of in- 
terest is due to lack of investment; personal 
and lay evangelism, for the conference re- 
ported three times as many losses this year 
as gains; the importance of actually tith- 
ing; and the necessity for co-operation. 
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This conference has a great opportunity 
and therefore a great responsibility. Rev. 
A. R. Webb fits into the conference work 
just as naturally as can be. 


AT PORTLAND, INDIANA 


Sunday the twenty-first was the day of 
rededication of the Portland, Indiana, 
Church. The repairs and work done on the 
church make it look like new almost. Some 
$2,700 has been spent on repairs. It was 
announced that $483 was needed and $617 
was subscribed. Revs. F. F. Canada, D. E. 
Dixon, and C. F. Baldwin were present 
from our own brotherhood. They now have 
a good plant, and the pastor, Rev. H. R. 
Ferner, reports increased attendance and 
interest already. 


AT HILTON, NEW YORK 

The Parma and Greece Church, Hilton, 
N. Y., held a home-coming day September 4 
with Rev. W. H. Martin, pastor, in charge. 
It was a day long to be remembered. The 
fine fellowship, interest in our family 
(church) history, the roll call, fine decora- 
tions, church dinner, delightful song fest, 
all made it a very happy occasion. 


AT MIAMI OHIO CONFERENCE 


We were able to attend only a part of the 
Miami Ohio Conference. The conference is 
carrying on a strong conference project in 
addition to its share of the denominational 
allotment. Several changes of pastors in 
the conference are noted. This conference 
has large possibilities for Kingdom service. 
Its example of undertaking conference work 
should be followed by several other confer- 


ences. 





Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Who Should Give Nothing for Missions 
Matt. 28:19; Rom. 1:16; Matt. 24:45 


1. Those who believe that Jesus made a 
mistake when he said: “Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations.” 

2. Those who do not believe that “the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth,” Jew or Greek. 
Rom. 1:16. 

8. Those who wish that no missionary 
had come to our forefathers and would pre- 
fer to be heathen. 

4, Those who believe that every one in 
the world should shift for himself and ask 
with Cain, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

5. Those who do not care to have part 
in Christ’s final victory. 

6. Those who believe that God will not 
call them to account because of the way 
they use their (?) money. 

7. Those who are willing to have Jesus 
say to them: “Inasmuch as ye did it not 
unto one of the least of these, ye did it not 
unto me!” Matt. 25:45—Ezxpositor. 
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The Two Classes 


D° you belong to the class of folks spoken 

of above, or do you believe just the 
opposite? If your belief is the opposite, 
then you are among those who should give 
something for missions. 

How much should you give? That ques- 
tion must be answered by yourself after you 
have studied missions, consulted your con- 
science, and prayed to your Lord for guid- 
ance. 

RDER books from The Christian Pub- 

lishing Association, Ludlow and Court 
Streets, Dayton, Ohio. 
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The study book needed in connection with 
the monthly programs is “A Straight Way 
Toward Tomorrow”. The prices are: Fifty 
cents, paper; seventy-five cents, cloth. 


\yRDER programs and helps from Mrs. 
Emma S. Powers, 515 C. P. A. Bldg., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

The programs are fifty cents per dozen. 
The envelope of helps is seventy-five cents 
per set. 

Letters from missionaries will be sent 
from the office of the Woman’s Mission 
Board each month. 


The Liberty of Conscience in the Use of God’s Word 


SPECIAL LESSON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1927 
2 Cor. 3:12 - 4:7 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Let us not therefore judge 
one another any more: but judge this 
rather, that no man put a stumbling-block 
or an occasion to fall in his brother’s way. 
—Rom. 14:13. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, September 19—The Traditions 
of Men. Mark 7:1-13. 
Tuesday, September 20—Out of the 
Heart Are the Issues of Life. 
Mark 7:14-23. 
Wednesday, September 21—Belief and 
Confession Essential. Rom. 10:1-11. 
Thursday, September 22—Mutual Help- 
fulness Enjoined. Rom, 15:1-7. 
Friday, September 23—Forbearance To- 
ward Others. Rom. 14:1-8. 
Saturday, September 24—Each Shall 
Give an Account for Himself. 
Rom. 14:10-16. 
September 25—Our Abiding 
2 Cor, 3:12-18;4:1-7. 


Sunday, 
Work. 











Individual Interpretation, the 
Right and Duty of All 


OR a hundred and twenty-five years we 

have been laying stress on that prin- 
ciple. Some of us perhaps have not been 
as true in practice as we have been in 
theory, and yet I doubt not we have had 
our part in bringing in the greater liberty 
of our day, and we will rejoice if God has 
been able thus to use us. But the victory 
has not yet been completely won. They 
have not that right in Italy under a dictator 
nor in Russia under the Soviet. But neither 
is that right given to the individual in some 
of our churches. The church or the bishop 
or the general take that right to themselves. 
But even though members of a home, a 
church, a community, we must each one of 
us answer to God for himself. 


Glory Passing Away 


There are some things that were glorious, 
and had a glorious mission, but their glory 
Passes away. They have had their day, 
and something else more glorious takes its 
place, The manna in the wilderness was 


glorious, but it would decay if hung on to, 
and in any event the corn cultivated and 
sown for in Palestine was much more glor- 
ious. There are those who hang on to the 
glory of the old Jewish Sabbath, and have 
no respect for the Christian Sunday. A 
small boy had been sent to the store for a 
half pound of tea. The grocer wrapped it 
up in rather stiff paper. The boy on the 
way home jumped onto the back of a sleigh 
for a ride, and after a while was horrified 
to discover that he was holding the wrap- 
pings but the half-pound parcel of tea had 
slipped out. Be careful that what you are 
contending for has still glory in it. 


Veil Done Away in Christ 


There were many rites and observances 
in the old days, and all had a fine religious 
influence upon the people. That family 
offering the lamb as a passover was wor- 
shiping God and “coming nearer’, but after 
a while “Christ, our passover, is sacrificed 
for us”. The veil that was between the 
holy and the holy of holies taught rever- 
ence for Jehovah, but after a while “the 
veil of the temple was rent in twain from 
top to bottom”. Christ was so plain and 
simple, and so completely lived our lives 
that he has taken away the veil, and we 
do not need the priest to dictate what we 
shall see beyond. We can use our own eyes, 
and rejoice in those who teach our eyes 
to see. 


When Moses Read, Veil... 
Upon the Heart 


And that was to the day that Paul was 
writing and after Jesus had lived and died. 
But unfortunately that veil still remains to 
this our own day. Moses, or the old law, is 
being read, and in the desire of people to 
read their peculiar belief into it or extract 
their views from it, they veil their own 
heart and the hearts of others. It is not 
only those who keep the old Jewish Sab- 
bath and refuse to eat pork, but thousands 
of others who seek to take literally the re- 
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turn of the Jews to Judah, and then un- 
fortunately seek to unchristianize those who 
cannot see as they do. 


Where Spirit of the Lord Is, 
There Is Liberty 


That has been quoted many times in a 
testimony meeting, but that is hardly what 
Paul seems to have in mind. Where the 
spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty of 
thought and interpretation and indeed of 
conduct. Some people are tremendously 
orthodox and woefully ugly. The beautiful 
spirit of the Lord seems foreign to them. 
If you are thinking and interpreting and 
living in the spirit and way of Jesus, you 
will be free. The theological debates do not 
center so much about Jesus as about the 
interpretations given by his followers. 


I Never Lose Heart 


What a sublime faith Paul had. The old 
versions say “faint not”; Goodspeed and 
Moffatt both say “I never lose heart”, and 
that is a great message. Paul was dogged 
by the narrow Jewish prejudices, and by the 
just as narrow Diana worships and selfish- 
ness, but he never lost heart. He knew 
that “behind the cloud was the sun still 
shining”. Well, sometimes we get tired of 
the narrow theological, sectional, and de- 
nominational bitterness, but let us not lose 
heart, for the spirit of Christ is coming 
more and more to prevail. In this land of 
rather pronounced unity in religion, and in 
this city where there are five United 
churches and just one Roman Catholic and 
one Episcopalian and one continuing Pres- 
byterian, not so many years ago Rev. T. 
Henry, a minister of our church, was re- 
fused the right to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper in a Methodist church. 


Light of the Gospel 


And what a glorious light it is. Job 
spoke of going down into the pit, and 
despair is written all over it. Isaiah, in 


speaking of the lament of Hezekiah, speaks 
of his going to the gates of sheol where 
he could not see man or Jehovah. Buddha 
speaks of going into Nirvana, or nothing- 
ness, ceasing to be. But “thanks be unto 
God, who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” we can shout “O death, 
where is thy sting. . . thy victory.” But 
it has not only brought light for the pit, but 
it has brought light to the individual soul, 
to the home, to our prisons, to the slaves, 
to the drink tempted. No Fox’s “Book of 
Martyrs” can ever be written for this day 
of gospel light and liberty. 


Earthen Vessels 


When these flowers of truth are so beau- 
tiful when shown in a poor jar of earth, 
what shall they be in the paradise of God. 
When David can write such divine poetry 
and sing such heavenly songs, when Isaiah 
can shout his glorious paeans of ultimate 
triumph, and Paul could write I Corin- 
thians 13, well, what must it be in the 
heart of God, and what shall it be as time 
rolls on and as eternity folds back the veil? 
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What Would Happen if All Church Members 
Were Really Christian? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 1927 
1 Cor. 13:1-13 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

Dramatize this by having a young lady come in 
walking with a cane, one arm in a sling, a black 
patch over one eye, and a trumpet to her ear. She 
can have a little soliloquy about the great tasks to 
be done but she is so crippled because only one-half 
of her members are working; and although her heart 
longs to undertake these tasks, she is unable to do so. 

Have different members represent the tasks. They 
come in one at a time and present their appeal. The 
following tasks are simply suggestive: The Preach- 
ing Task; the Teaching Task; the Missionary Task ; 
the Evangelistic Task; the Social Task; the Recrea- 
tion Task. The church sadly has to turn down 
these appeals because some of her members are 
not working. The feet cannot go on the Mis- 
sionary Task; the eye can see the Social Task but 
dimly; the hands are crippled for the Evangelistic 
Task. Use your ingenuity as a prayer-meeting com- 
mittee in preparing this dramatization. Perhaps you 
may have some one in your society who is gifted 
along the line of writing up anything of that char- 
acter; if so, draft them. 

Thoughts on the Theme 

VERY believer is a member of Christ’s 

Body, and as such has a definite min- 
istry.” 1 Cor. 12. Paul teaches this great 
truth in this wonderful chapter on spiritual 
gifts. This being true, the failure on the 
part of the members of Christ’s Body to 
function properly hinders that Body in its 
great work. But our subject has to do with 
those who have united themselves with the 
organized Church but are not a part of the 
real Church, the mystical Body of Christ. 
They are like parasites, weakening the life 
of the church. If all who are really Chris- 
tians but asleep or half asleep on their job 
were awake, and all those who are members 
of the church but are not really Christian 
were alive in Christ, there would not be 
any needed task the Church could not do. 

The World Would Know. John 13:35. 
“By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 

The true Christian will love his fellow- 
Christians, and if all the church member- 
ship were true Christians, there would be 
manifested a spirit of love that would help 
wonderfully in the winning of others to 
Christ and the building up of the Church of 
Christ upon the earth. Nothing hinders the 
Church like the lack of a spirit of love. 

A Pure Church. Eph. 5:6-21. When un- 
regenerate members get into the Church the 
Church is in danger of losing its purity. 
And when it loses its purity and its repu- 
tation for purity, it becomes a stumbling- 
block instead of a stepping-stone to higher, 
holier living. If all the church members 
were pure in life and heart the Church 
would be nearly irresistible. 

An Unselfish Society. Phil. 2:1-5. If all 
unselfishness were eliminated from the 
Church, a great handicap would be lifted 
from it. Jealous one of another. Envious 
because one member is placed in a certain 


position. Much that hinders the Church is 


the result of vainglory, pride, and a desire 
to get ahead of the other fellow. 


This is 


like throwing sand in the machinery of the 
Church. 

A New Ingathering. Acts 5:12-16. “And 
the believers were the more added to the 
Lord, multitudes of both men and women.” 
When the Church becomes a holy Church, 
every member following faithfully in the 
footsteps of the Lord, there will be a 
mighty wave of revival sweep around the 
world that will bring lost sinners, like hom- 
ing doves to their windows, into the Church 
of Christ. 

To Illustrate 

A speaker on the corner of the street 
was severely attacking the Church. A man 
interrupted him. Said he, “Would you be 
willing to spend your time in helping people 
for eight dollars a month and your board?” 
“No, I don’t have to?” “Well, there’s a 
woman in that church over there that is 
doing just that. Would you be willing to 
get out of bed at one o’clock in the morning 
to take home a drunken man whom you had 
never seen before?” “Not me!” “A 
preacher in that church over there did that 
last week, and until you are willing to do 
as much you had better stop talking against 
the Church.”—Selected. 

“A young man gathered men from the 
saloons and lodging houses into the church. 
Their families also came, but before long, 
the church leaders told him that their 
church was not for that kind of people.” 
Had all of the members of this church been 
Christian, could this have happened? 

If Christianity were just a kind of good 
fellowship and a vague effort to be good, it 
would not make very much difference where 
the teaching came from. But it so happens 
that it is all built around loyalty to Jesus 
Christ; we are saved by believing on him, 
and believing on him means doing what he 
said. If we want to know what he com- 
manded to be done, we have to know what 
the apostles recorded, and so it is important 
that we go back to the New Testament for 
our teaching. You will notice that the New 
Testament church, just after Pentecost, 
continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teach- 
ing. That is what we need today. We have 
the apostles’ teaching in the New Testa- 
ment, and the Church today needs to go 
back to that, and to hear other teachers 
only as they are in harmony with the 
apostles.—E.. R. Errett. 

No housewife thinks that the table is set 
right unless it has salt on it. A guest at a 
table is always offered this seasoning. The 
world would be a wretched place to live in 
were it not for the people that Jesus has 
made and has inspired to work hard for 
righteousness and to live it out in their 
lives. Just as he says, it would be a miser- 
able thing if these people would lose their 
own Christian character. It would be like 
salt that had no saltiness. So it behooves 
the membership of the church to see to it 
that they are more than nominal members; 
in other words, that they really are Chris- 
tians; if they are not, Jesus does not count 
them his Church, and clearly says that he 
will throw them away.—E. R. Errett. 

It doesn’t appear that God is ever going 
to give to man any more written Bible, but 
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it certainly is clear that he wants to use 
you and me and other Christians to work 
out in our lives the Christian character. 
As Paul says in Romans 12, we are so to 
give our lives to him that we will show in 
them the good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God. It would be a great honor to 
write a book like Matthew or Mark or Acts, 
but when you come right down to it, it is a 
still greater honor to write the book that 
is your life and that can be read by other 
people to see what it is that God means by 
a Christian life. Can other people tell from 
looking at you what a member of the Church 
of Christ should be? Do you show the per- 
fect will of God? You have seen many 
older Christians you do not think are what 
God wants. Well, now, instead of standing 
off and criticizing, suppose you try to 
demonstrate what you think God thinks is a 
true Christian life.—E. R. Errett. 


For Discussion 


Would the Church, if it were all Christian, meddle 
in public affairs? 

If the Church were all Christian, ‘would it take 
sides in industrial. difficulties? 

What do you consider the most important essen- 
tial to be a church-member? 

Does the Church accomplish anything that could 
not be accomplished by a fraternal order or any 
group with high moral and spiritual purposes? 

Should church membership have any effect on 
one’s business conduct? 

What habits or characteristics unfit one for doing 
personal work? 


As to Happiness . 


HERE is a great deal too much excited 

talk among individuals as to their per- 
sonal happiness or unhappiness. What is 
one human being’s temporary feeling, any- 
way, when you think of the number of peo- 
ple there have been and are and will be? 
And what is “happiness” or “unhappiness” 
except advertised egotism? 

The man who spends a large portion of 
his time wondering whether he is adding to 
or subtracting from the happiness of others 
is the only truly happy person in the sense 
of being free from keen personal unhappi- 
ness; but he doesn’t know he is happy. The 
happiness of one’s self, dwelt upon too long 
or too intensely, becomes morbid self-con- 
sciousness, which curdles into unhappiness. 

The unselfish person is never keenly un- 
happy except in the realization (whether 
that realization be just or unjust to himself) 
that he has made other persons unhappy or 
failed to make them happy. Yet so long as 
he avoids the direct pursuit of happiness for 
himself, so long as his chief concern is to 
make others happy, he can never experience 
that most terrible and shameful of human 
emotions—self-pity. 

He who is so situated as to depend for his 
happiness upon the happiness of another for 
whom he has assumed the responsibility, 
and whom he cannot make happy, is the 
most unfortunate person in the world, with 
the exception of the one who is causing all 
the misery by being chronically sorry for 
himself. . 

Happiness is a brave habit of mind, the 
exercise of courage, rather than being de- 
pendent upon external circumstances. 

The person who goes about saying by his 
actions: “Look out! I believe I am about to 
be unhappy!” always makes the grade!— 
Strickland Gillilan, in The Christian En- 
deavor World. 
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Really Wanted 
A Story 


BY BESSIE LEE MASON 


sweet faced old lady with a grey 
Af wrapped snugly about her 

stooped shoulders was _ puttering 
about the dooryard of a New England farm 
home in the noontime warmth of late Sep- 
tember sunshine. Her husband sat on the 
edge of the porch smoking a cob pipe and 
a fat yellow cat lay dozing at his feet. Sud- 
denly he took the pipe from between his 
teeth and said, 

“Sarah Jane, there’s a big shiny car turn- 
ing in our gate.” 

The old lady straightened up, rubbed her 
hand lightly across her eyes and turned to- 
ward the gate. 

“Hiram! Do you reckon—it must be 
Hannibal and Lucy. You know he said in 
his letter last week that he had a new car 
and it was blue.” 

While she was speaking a handsome blue 
sedan drove slowly up the lawn and stopped. 
A well dressed, prosperous and benevolent 


looking man about forty got out and shouted 
a jovial greeting. The old lady hurried for- 
ward with a little cry of joy and was in- 
stantly caught in a warm embrace. The 
other occupant of the car was a pretty, styl- 
ish young matron but there was no conde- 
scension in her manner as she kissed the old 
people and she was welcomed with genuine 
affection. 

“Come 


” 


right in,’ said Sarah Jane 
Hastings.” I wish you had got here in time 
for dinner. We had plenty of apple pie left 
though. Son, do you still like apple pie?” 
“Better than ever, Mother, and apple pie 
like you make is unheard of in the city.” 
They entered the kitchen and Hannibal G. 
Hastings, well known wholesale dealer of 
New York City, dropped down at the table 
like a big, hungry boy while his wife went 
to the bedroom to remove her hat and wrap. 
“Let’s have the apple pie first thing since 
you’ve mentioned it,” begged Hannibal and 
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his mother, who had gone into the room 
with her daughter-in-law, hurried back to 
the kitchen, happy to grant his wishes now 
that the rare opportunity was given her. 

Left alone in the bedroom Lucy Hastings 
gave no thought to her own appearance but 
looked about the room as if she had never 
seen it before. She noticed the arrangement 
of the furniture, the position of the pictures 
on the wall and the way the hooked rugs 
were placed on the floor. She went back to 
the kitchen and ate apple pie with Hannibal. 
While she ate she gave the kitchen this same 
careful scrutiny. 

After the guests were refreshed they all 
four made themselves comfortable in the 
old-fashioned sitting room and talked of the 
little things loved ones like to talk about 
after a long separation. Hannibal was the 
jolliest and most talkative member in the 
group. Lucy talked enough so as not to 
arouse any suspicions that her mind was not 
on the conversation but at the same time not 
one minute detail of the furnishings of this 
room escaped her eye. 

After a few hours Hannibal disclosed the . 
real object of their visit. 

“Mother and Dad,” he said casually, as 
if broaching a new, very ordinary subject, 
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“our new house will be ready to move into 
by the last of next month. What about 
coming down to spend the winter with us?” 

The old people began at once to make ex- 
cuses. 

“We'd be in your way,” began Mrs. Hast- 
ings. 

“We would have to have a sale,” added 
her faithful companion. 

“No, don’t sell a thing,” said Hannibal 
quickly. “I stopped to see neighbor Jones 
as we came up and made arrangements with 
him to look after everything this winter, 
then you can come back in the spring if you 
want to.” 

“Well, we'll see about it and let you 
know,” said his father, as if wanting to 
close the conversation. 

That evening as Hannibal and his wife 
drove back to the city, he said: 

“Well, dear, did you get everything you 
wanted ?” 

“Yes,” she replied,” every room is a vivid 
picture on my mind. I am sure we are right 
as far as we have gone and I think, too, that 
we can finish the work satisfactorily. I 
even tore off a little piece of wall paper be- 
hind the sitting room door.” 

About the same time Hiram and his wife 
sat down to their evening meal, wearily and 
sadly. 

“Lucy seemed mighty quiet,” he said 
slowly, “do you reckon she wants us?” 

“Ain’t natural that she should,” answered 
Sarah Jane, with a little catch in her voice. 

“You don’t want to go, do you, hon?” 

“Oh, I’d like to be near Hannibal, but— 
think of never having a chance to cook the 
things we like to eat. And I hate to leave 
Tabby and the chrysanthemums.” 

“Don’t know how I’d spend my time with- 
out Bossy and Sue and the calves.” 

The coming days did not lighten the de- 
pression. And as the days grew colder they 
both became more feeble. Less than a week 
later Mrs. Hastings took a severe cold which 
hung on day after day. 

But the days were by no means dreary for 
Hannibal and Lucy. They had never been 
so happy in their married life! They were 
intensely interested in the interior decora- 
tion of their new home. The first floor of 
the house was divided into two separate 
apartments. The one facing the busy, noisy 
street was a typical modern apartment. But 
the rooms which opened on a very small 
back yard were arranged exactly like the 
rooms in the Hastings farm home. And the 
decorators were both puzzled and amazed 
at the selections of wall paper and paint 
which they were asked to use. 

Near the end of October they moved in 
but left the quaint old-fashioned rooms va- 
cant. 

“All they need now is the old furniture 
and the dear old folks themselves to make 
them just like the place where I was born,” 
said Hannibal, as he surveyed them fondly. 

“They haven’t ever said they will come,” 
Lucy replied, “but I do hope they will, and 
won’t they be surprised?” 

“Yes, I think they will come. I’ll run up 
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the first of next week. Two furniture vans, 
with enough men to load them quickly, will 
follow me. They can drive in and hide be- 
hind Jones’ barn while I go on and persuade 
the old folks to come with me. Then they 
can get the things and take the most direct 
route back. You are sure you can arrange 
everything just right?” 

“Yes, but don’t get here with them too 
soon, I’ll need a little time.” 

“Oh, we’ll wander about quite a bit. And 
of course I will have to drive more slowly 
than usual.” 

“T hardly think I can stand the disappoint- 
ment if they just refuse to come,” said Lucy 
as they closed the door and left the rooms 
to await their occupants. 

On the last Sunday afternoon in October 
Doctor Simmons stopped in the old Hastings 
home between calls just for a friendly chat. 

“How are you, Uncle Hiram?” he asked 
as Mr. Hastings invited him in. 

“Just tol’ble, Doc, Sarah Jane ain’t a bit 
well. I’m right glad you stopped. I wanted 
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IT IS FOR THEE 


T is for thee 
I sing my song today. 
It matters not how steep and strait the way, 
With what mean coin the marts of men may 
pay 
For what I offer, 
It is all for thee. 


It is for thee 

do my work today. 
It is no care of mine that here or there 
Lie fields of grander width and sweeter air, 
Be this my passion, 
It is all for thee. 


It is for thee 

I love my friend today. 

His face reflects thy likeness, and in mine 
He must behold the image all divine 

Of strength and purity. 

It is for thee. 


It is for thee 
I lift my prayer today. 
That thou mayst always find me strong and 
true, 
Alert and wise, and ready to pursue 
Thy beckoning will and feel 
It is for thee. 
—Rev. J. Marvin Culbreth, in 
Nashville Christian Advocate. 


to go to see you but she wouldn’t hear to it.” 

The doctor chatted awhile in neighborly 
fashion, znd tactfully led the old lady to let 
him cxamine her lungs. He was not at all 
pleased with the condition he found, and his 
keen eyes had already detected how feebly 
Mr. Hastings moved about. 

Not wishing to alarm them about the seri- 
ousness of their condition he asked casually, 

“Why don’t you all go live with Hannibal 
and Lucy?” 

“They’ve been after us to, but—” not 
knowing what to say Hiram left the sen- 
tence unfinished. 

As he arose to go the doctor said more 
seriously, 

“You better decide to go. I don’t know 
whether you’ll pull through another winter 


mine; give it back to the owner.’ 
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up here or not. You will get out in the 
weather and tend to the stock and chickens. 
You can’t keep on doing that. I doubt if 
either of you would pull through a spell of 
pneumonia.” 

Left alone the old people thought of these 
words and a wild plan came to their minds. 
Hiram voiced it first. 

“Being exposed to stormy weather does 
give people pneumonia sometimes.” 

“Yes,” said Sarah Jane, “and it’d be lots 
better just to go on home to little Nell with- 
out staying in New York a spell.” 

When they woke up the next morning 
winter had come. A cold wind was blowing 
and it was beginning to snow. With very 
few words they made their final prepara- 
tions and, holding tightly to each other’s 
hands, stepped out into the storm. They 
never knew just how long they had wan- 
dered about when Sarah Jane fell near the 
front gate. While Hiram was trying to get 
her up a blue sedan pulled up quietly and 
stopped near them. 

Hannibal lifted his mother tenderly in his 
strong warm arms and carried her to the 
house. Hardly speaking a word he applied 
a few restoratives, bundled both of them in- 
to the car and drove rapidly to the city. 

Several days later Sarah Jane was called 
back to consciousness by Hiram’s voice 
pleading pitifully, 

“Don’t die, Sarah Jane, please get well, 
they do want us. Everything is here, even 
Tabby and the chrysanthemums. Open your 
eyes and see.” 

Sarah Jane opened her eyes and looked 
wonderingly at a familiar room in a strange 
place. Too weak to say more she whispered, 

“Will they ever forgive us, Hiram?” and 
closed her eyes to happy, healthful rest.— 
Western Recorder. 


An Indian’s Honesty 


N old Indian once asked a white man to 

give him tobacco for his pipe. The 
white man gave him a loose handful from 
his pocket. The next day he came back and 
asked for the white man. “For,” said he, 
“I found a quarter of a dollar among the 
tobacco.” 

“Why don’t you’ keep it?” asked a by- 
stander. 

“I’ve got a good man and a bad man 
here,” said the Indian, pointing to his 
breast, “and the good man say, ‘It is not 
The bad 
man say, “Never mind, you got it, and it’s 
your own now.’ The good man say, ‘No, 
no! you mustn’t keep it.’ 

“So I don’t know what to do, and I think 
to go to sleep, but the good man and the 
bad man keep talking all night, and 
trouble me; and now I bring the money 
back, I feel good.” 

Like the old Indian, we have all a good 
and a bad man within. The bad man is 


Temptation, the good man is Conscience, 
and they keep talking for and against many 
things that we do every day. Who wins?— 
Selected. 
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The Children 


What Others Say of Us 


A donkey saw a zebra, laughed and flapped 
his tail; 

“My land!” he said, “look there: a mule’s 
escaped from jail!” 


The zebra, grazing slowly, spied a tall 
giraffe; 

“A rubberneck!” he cried. 
want to laugh!” 


“That makes me 


The old giraffe a camel saw in a field of 


rye, 
Made fun of his old hump and laughed as 
though he’d die! 


The camel saw an elephant, and I heard 
him say, 

“I’d hate to have a nose so long and wobbly 
that way!” 


The elephant then met a porcupine. “Alack! 
I’d hate to wear such thorns,” said he, “upon 
my back!” 


And so each animal made fun of those he 
saw, 

And never realized he, too, might have a 
flaw! 


I know a lad who overlooks what people 


say. 
“They may look queer,” he says, “but I may, 
too, some way!” 


He pays no heed as long as he just knows 
he’s right; 
He looks his best, forgets, and works with 
all his might. 
—J. W. Bare, in Boyland. 


Eyes Open 
ACHIE went off to school, wondering if 
Aunt Amy could be right. 

“IT will keep my eyes open,” she said to 
herself. 

She stopped for a moment to watch old 
Mrs. Bert, who sat inside her door binding 
shoes. She was just now trying to thread 
a needle, but it was hard work for her dim 
eyes. 

“Why, if there isn’t work for me!” ex- 
claimed Rachie. “I never should have 
thought of it if it hadn’t been for Aunt 
Amy. Stop, Mrs. Bert! let me do that for 
you.” 

“Thank you, my little lassie. My poor 
eyes are worn out, you see. I can get along 
with coarse work yet, but sometimes it takes 
me five minutes to thread my needle. And 
the day will come when I can’t work, and 
then what will become of a poor old 
woman?” 

“Mamma would say the Lord would take 
care of you,” said Rachie, very softly, for 
she felt that she was too little to be saying 
such things. 

“And you can say it, too, dearie. Go to 
school now. You’ve given me your bit of 
help and your comfort too.” 

But Rachie got hold of the needle-book 
and was bending over it with busy fingers. 

“See!” she said, presently, “I’ve threaded 
six needles for you to go on with, and when 
I come back I’ll thread some more.” 

“May the sunshine be bright to your eyes, 


little one!” said the old woman, as Rachie 
skipped away. 

“Come and play, Rachie,” cried many 
voices as she drew near the playground. 

“Which side will you be on?” 

But there was a little girl with a very 
downcast face sitting on the porch. 

“What is the matter, Jennie?” asked 
Rachie. “I can’t make these add up,” said 
Jennie, in a discouraged tone, pointing to a 
few smeary figures on her slate. 

“Let me see; I did that sum at home last 
night. Oh! you forgot to carry ten—see!” 

“So I did.” 

The example was finished, and Jennie was 
soon at play with the others. 

“Will ye look here, Miss Rachel?” 

Bridget was sitting on the porch, looking 
dolefully at a bit of paper which lay on the 
kitchen table she had carried there. “It’s 
a letter I’m after writing to my mother, an’ 
I’s fearin’ I am she’ll never be able to rade 
it because I can’t rade it myself. Can you 
rade it at all, Miss Rachie? It’s all the 
afternoon I’ve been at it.” 

Rachie tried with all her might to read 
poor Bridget’s queer scrawl, but she was 
obliged to give it up. 

“T’ll write one for you, Bridget,” she said, 
and she did it. Then she went upstairs, 
singing— 

“Our Master has taken his journey 
To a country that’s far away.” 


Miss Amy heard the cheery notes float- 
ing up the stairs, telling of the approach of 
the worker. 

“I’ve been keeping my eyes open, Aunt 
Amy, and there’s plenty and plenty to do.” 
—WSelected. 


Billy the Man 


touched that other candy, too,” said Billy 

to his aunt. 

“Very well,” answered Aunt Fannie, “just 
wrap it in a paper and I shall keep it till to- 
mcrrow for you. One is quite enough to- 
night.” 

Billy began to feel homesick. The little 
schemes that he had worked with mummy, 
meant nothing to his aunt. And he had 
been with auntie for only five brief hours. 
His uncle he hadn’t ever seen. He hoped he 
would not treat him like a baby as Aunt 
Fannie did. 

Then, to make matters worse, almost as 
soon as he had begun to play with auntie’s 
wee dog, Buster, Aunt Fannie called: “Time 
for bed.” 

“Oh, auntie,” Billie cried, “just one min- 
ute more.” 

But auntie wasn’t quite like mummy. She 
seemed to know that one minute more would 
soon drag out to five. 

“Not one minute, dear,” his auntie said. 
And Billy followed her upstairs a little 
sulkily. 

But the worst of all came after Billy was 
in bed, and the good nights had been said. 
Auntie turned the light out with a snap. 
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“Oh,” said Billy, “aren’t you going to read 
to me? Mummy always reads until I go to 
sleep.” 

“Not tonight, dear. 
pany.” 

“Then please leave on the light so I can 
read.” 

“It’s time for little men to be asleep,” was 
all that auntie answered, as she stooped and 
kissed him once again. 

“Little men!” said Billy to himself. “Why, 
she treats me like a baby, bossing me like 
that. I’ll show her I’m a man.” As soon as 
Billy heard his aunt’s step at the bottom of 
the stairs, he jumped out of bed and reached 
for the light. It was too high and there 
was nothing to stand on. He crept into the 
hall to hunt for something. As he hunted 
he heard strange voices down below. This 
annoyed him more than ever. Company, 
and he had been put to bed like a baby! It 
was then that he began to stamp. He’d 
shew them that he would not be ignored. 

But auntie didn’t seem to hear at all. The 
voices still were gay and laughing. 


Billy put his boots on then. “That will 
bring her to time,” he thought, as he 
stamped across the room with heavy tread. 

Still nobody came. He couldn’t under- 
stand at all. This always worked at home. 
But here the laughing just continued as if 
he had been fast asleep. With one last 
sleepy spurt, Billy tramped as heavily as a 
man right down the hall tc the top step of 
the stairs. He sat down there, and waited, 
breathless, to see what would happen next. 

Billy was very tired. With a hand for 
a cushion, he leaned forward, and his half- 
closed eyes just saw the bottom steps. Then 
the steps became dim, and all he saw was 
a deep dark pit. He reached far out to see 
what was in the pit. Far, far down, quite 
out of reach, he saw two strings of lights, 
all made of cclored candy. Billy tried to 
touch them, but they seemed to move away. 
Then, all at once he lost his balance, and 
fell into the pit, bump, bump, down, down. 

All was light again. A big man’s arms 
were about him, and a voice was saying, 
“Poor baby! He must have stamped himself 
to sleep, and fallen down those five steps.” 
And Billy knew that this must be the uncle 
he had never seen. 


I’m expecting com- 


“This lad at home is quite a baby. His 
mother sent him here to see if we could 
make a man of him, and teach him to take 
orders as any soldier should,” Billy’s uncle 
was explaining to a group cf people. “You’ve 
heard tonight just what a baby he can be. 
Hurt, little man?” 

“Nope,” said Billy with a gulp of shame, 
and he jumped quickly out of his uncle’s 
arms. 

“Baby or man?” teased uncle, as he led 
him up to bed. 

“Man,” said Billy, half asleep. 

And after that night, whenever Billy felt 
like stamping, he whispered to himself the 
one word, “baby,” and Billy the man ap- 
peared to take the baby’s place.—Alice 
Wetherell, in Presbyterian Advance. 
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in the abundance of the things he knows. In 
response to this national educational creed 
we have witnessed the constant enrichment 
of the curriculum of our elementary and sec- 
ondary schools. More subjects are taught 
in these schools today than were offered in 
our best colleges a century ago. A cor- 
responding expansion has been witnessed in 
our system of higher education until today 
there is no subject which may not be found 
adequately taught in the great universities 
that are the crown and the glory of a great 
people’s devotion to learning and of their 
confidence in its adequacy. In order to in- 
crease the fund of human knowledge, great 
scholars bury themselves in research and 
rejoice to have lived in the service of truth 
if they may have been able to add even a 
small iota to the sum total of the things we 
know. We do not know it all yet. There 
are air pockets, so to speak, in the mental 
realm as well as in the path of the aviator. 
There are great oceans and trackless for- 
ests of truth that must be explored and 
charted. The scholars of the world are de- 
voting themselves to the performance of 
this duty, and to them it is a sacred duty. 
We are amazed sometimes at the pronounce- 
ments that come to us as a result of the dis- 
coveries which these patient investigators 
have made. When the scientists, for ex- 
ample, tell us that there is enough energy 
in a piece of radium the size of a pin point 
to lift a hundred million tons to the top of 
the highest mountain in the world, we are 
amazed, and have a right to be. The uni- 
verse is fearfully and wonderfully and 
powerfully made. Our scholars are aiding 
us to understand it. 

Our young people are resorting to college 
as never before in the world’s history. There 
has never been anything comparable to the 
influx of American youth to our colleges 
and universities. About 300,000 freshmen 
will enter our various institutions of higher 
learning this year. The total enrollment 
for 1927-28 in these institutions will be be- 
yond three quarters of a million. Some 
people have concluded that too many of our 
youth are attending college. That will de- 
pend upon the purpose which has influenced 
the individual student in his decision to 
enter college. We are told that young 
people go to college because of its social 
embellishments; because of their interest in 
the college activities of the literary or 
athletic type; because it will enable them to 
make more money; because it will enable 
them to render larger service to the world. 
When Woodrow Wilson was president of 
Princeton, he said that the side-show in the 
educational world had become of so much 
more importance than the main-tent that it 
was hardly worth while any longer to teach. 
Others have shared his view. Is college to 


be a crusade or is it to be a circus? The in- 
dividual student must answer, but, in the 
answering, the whole purpose of life is in- 
The college offers the forward 


volved. 
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looking youth of the land the choice oppor- 
tunity of acquiring knowledge and of 
amassing information which will be useful 
to him in making his contribution to the 
world. College days should be a genuine 
crusade in the discovery of truth, but the 
experience may be debauched into a circus 
to the hurt of the individual and of the in- 
stitution which he attends. 
(To be concluded) 


Meeting God in Nature 


OD is everywhere, and in all things. But 

all eyes do not behold him in nature’s 
beauties and grandeur, nor do all ears hear 
him in nature’s melodies. Alexander Pope 
wrote: 


All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul. 


And Thomas Moore sang: 
Thou art, O God, the life and light 
Of all the wondrous world we see; 
Its glow by day, its smile by night, 
Are but reflections caught from thee. 
Where’er we turn, thy glories shine, 
And all things brigkt and fair are thine. 
Also a Bible chant: 
The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament showeth his handiwork. 

Two men are at Niagara. One sees noth- 
ing, hearts nothing that stirs his soul. He 
is listless; time is heavy on his hands and 
he yearns to move on in quest of something 
more gripping—perhaps the glare and 
music of a Buffalo cabaret. The other hears 
God’s voice in the roar of the cataract; 
feels God’s power in the river’s mighty leap, 
and sees God’s beauty in the rainbow of the 
spray. Why the difference? One is pre- 
pared; the other is not. 

Benjamin West paused in an evening 
stroll to view a gorgeous sunset. “Come 
on,” urges his companion, “I see nothing 
so wonderful in that.” The enraptured 
artist exclaimed: “But, my friend, don’t you 
wish you could!” One was prepared; the 
other was not. 

Only those who are prepared can see God 
in the starry heavens at night and the sun 
burnished sky of day, the vivid lightning, 
the green of the forest and tinted petal, and 
listen to his voice in the peal of thunder, 
the murmur of the brook, the anthem of 
the swaying pines and the songs of the 
birds.—George P. Rutledge, in The Chris- 
tian-Evangelist. 


Love, the Great Awakener 


OVE is the great awakener,—not fear, 
not force, not scorn nor hate, but love. 

Love releases life for action. Love puts us 
at our best. It rings the bells until even 
the dead hear the call and rise from their 
graves. 

Love is the alchemy for the paralysis of 
doubt. You will never kill doubt with rea- 
son. There is nothing more futile than to 
argue with a mind hostile to God. “The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
spirit of God. They are foolishness to him. 
Neither can he know them, for they are 
spiritually discerned.” 

Religious truth is a revelation, a dis- 
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covery. It comes with the light, and light 
steals into the soul through experience. 
Hence the medicine for doubt is not a head 
but a heart process. “With the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness.” Be patient, 
be kind, be tolerant, and doubt will release 
its paralyzing grip and the soul will be 
free. 

Love is the remedy for the stupor of 


grief. Broken wings must be healed with 
love. The dead heart must be wakened by 
love. ... Are there prophecies? They 
shall fail. Are there tongues? They shall 
cease. Is there knowledge? It shall vanish 
away. But now abideth faith, hope, and 


love, and the greatest of these is love.— 
James I. Vance, in “Love Trails of the Long 
Age.” 


The Power of Prayer 


RAYER is not a pious exercise. Prayer 

is power. It may be as still as the soft 
breathing of compassionate love or as tu- 
multuous as the surge of a soul in agony, it 
is power; it exerts power; it releases power. 
The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. O Holy Spirit, without 
whom I cannot pray aright, do thou help 
me so to pray, that my pleas may avail be- 
fore God. Give me power in prayer, O God, 
that I may become a source of strength also 
to others. 

There comes into every life hours of crisis 
—in sickness, in sorrow, in suffering, in sin. 
Those hours have a divine purpose. When 
they come to me God is testing me, trying 
to transform me, trying to make of mine a 
new life. So in the darkness of the night 
he transformed Jacob. It was a night of 
prayer, of wrestling with God. O God, 
transform my life, I pray thee, and make of 
me, poor sinner that I am, a prince of thine. 
Bless me, O Lord, with thy merciful bless- 
ing, help me in my need, strengthen me in 
my weakness, purge my soul, and mold my 
whole life to thy glory. O God, I will not 
let thee go, except thou bless me. Amen. 
—The Lutheran. 


The Test 


CANNOT avoid something of reverence 

toward those who, without definite belief 
in God and without hope of future reward, 
take up all the duties of life with courage, 
find within themselves the fountains of un- 
selfish love, and spend their lives with joy 
in the service of their fellow-men. The 
greatest test of the moral nature comes in 
the dark eclipse of faith when men learn to 
love the good for its own sake and not be- 
cause they hope to gain a heavenly reward 
or escape a future punishment. No man 
would choose to walk in darkness, destitute 
of faith in the personal life and love of God. 
But if such darkness descends upon a hu- 
man mind, for any cause, we can only think 
that the divine Father would view its victim 
with tender compassion and rejoice to find 
that through it all he continues to choose 
and lead a blameless and loving life.— 
William A. Vrooman, in “Progressive 
Christianity.” 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Maine Conference 


Bangor, September 6—After being closed 


during August for renovation, the First 
Christian Church reopened Sunday, Septem- 
ber 4. The vestibule, auditorium, and entry, 
all cleaned, painted, varnished and oiled, and 
exquisitely decorated with cut flowers and 
potted plants, proved surprisingly beautiful 
and the service in its golden-brown setting 
was delightfully reverential and uplifting. 


East Dixmont—Sunday, August 7, twenty- 
four, mostly members of the First Christian 
Church of Bangor, including four of its 
deacons, making up several automobile loads, 
visited this church, in its beautiful setting 
among the green hills, and enough of the 
townspeople turned out to make a total con- 
gregation of sixty. Brother Lloyd E. Kings- 
ley, of Dennysville, Maine, spoke with ac- 
ceptance and a good conference meeting fol- 
lowed. — Brother Kingsley ts open to en- 
gagement by some needy rural field in north- 
ern New England where financial returns are 
not large and the need is great, as he is ac- 
customed to deal with such fields and does 
not seem to know what discouragement is. 

Donald P. Hurlburt, Field Secretary. 


Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference 


Rockland, September 3—A special meeting 
of the Rockland Christian society was held 
at the Clayville Christian Church on Tues- 
day, August 30, for the purpose of disposing 
of funds received from the sale of the Chris- 
tian Church property. Sixteen members were 
present. The conference was represented by 
President H. R. Clem, Rev. A. L. Schoning, 
and the Field Secretary. After a brief de- 
votional service conducted by Mr. George 
Cole, president of the society, the matter of 
placing the funds in the hands of the con- 
ference for use among needed churches in 
Rhode Island was thoroughly considered. A 
resolution that the funds (twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars) be placed in the hands of the 
treasurer of the conference, to be known as 
the Rockland Christian Society Fund, the 
interest therefrom to be given to the Clay- 
ville Christian Church for the support of the 
preaching in that church was adopted. There 
being no further work for the organization 
to do, it was voted to disband. On Friday, 
September 2, the money was given to War- 
ren H. Sanford, treasurer of the conference, 
and by him deposited in the Union Savings 
Bank of Fall River.—E. J. B. 


Swansea—The eighty-fourth annual clam- 
bake of the first Christian Church was held 
on Wednesday, August 31, in W. F. Anthony’s 
orchard, Swansea Center. About three hun- 
dred people enjoyed the dinner, which con- 
sisted of all the good things usually found 
in a clambake, and which was delicious in 
every way. The bake was made by Arthur 
E. Arnold, Franklin G. Arnold, Joseph M. 
Adam, and William L. Hunt, and they were 
ably assisted by other men of the church 
and community. The Daughters of Ruth of 
the church were in charge of refreshments, 
und home cakes and pies and frankfurters 
and coffee were provided for any not caring 
for the bake. Among the local attendants 
at the bake was Mr. Henry A. Gardner, 
father of Rev. F. H. Gardner, of Pottersville. 
Mr. Gardner, who is now in his ninety-sec- 
ond year, can boast of having a perfect rec- 
ord of attendance at these annual affairs. He 
was able to enjoy the dinner, and had a fine 
time greeting his friends, who gave him a 
warm welcome.—Correspondent. 

The ninety-second annual session of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Christian 


Conference will be held at the South Chris- 
tian Church, Assonet, Massachusetts, on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, September 27 and 
28. A strong program has been arranged by 
the committee and a large attendance is ex- 
pected. The Assonet Church will entertain 
any who desire entertainment overnight, and 
dinners and suppers will be served in the 
church at the usual rate. All delegates wish- 
ing to remain overnight should send word to 
Rev. C. F. Gifford, Assonet, Massachusetts, 
who will make arrangements for them. 
E. J. Bodman, Field Secretary. 


Merrimack Conference 

Laconia, September 5—The First Christian 
Church of Laconia, New Hampshire, has had 
a steady growth during the new year of 1927, 
beginning the first Sunday of the new year. 
On this day the pastor, Rev. E. R. Caswell, 
preached a mighty New Year’s sermon that 
went home to the hearts of his people and 
souls were quickened. Coming to the Easter 
season five united with the church. During 
the summer months four followed their Lord 
in baptism. It has been the policy of this 
church to meet all its current bills at the 
time of the annual church roll call which 
comes in May. This year there was a heavy 
repair bill and the church, striving to meet 
all the denominational offerings, was in 
arrears about six hundred dollars. But the 


( ) 
MAGIC MEDICINE 


(THERE's a heap o’ consolation 
In the handclasp o’ a friend; 
It can wipe out desolation, 
And bring heartaches to an end. 
It can soothe a troubled spirit 
Like no magic in the land; 
Heaven? You are pretty near it— 
When a _ good friend grips your 
hand! 








There’s a heap o’ satisfaction 
In a friendly shoulder pat; 
It’s a simple little action— 
But a mighty one, at that! 
When firm fingers grip your shoulder 
When you sort o’ need a brace, 
Makes you stronger, braver, bolder, 
An’ more fit to win the race! 
Whn you're full o’ worry “pizen”, 
An’ the world is lookin’ drear, 
There’s a heap o’ energizin’ 
In a little pill o’ cheer! 
When some little frets distress you, 
They put nectar in your cup— 
Little phrases like “‘God Bless You” 
An’ that other one, ‘Cheer Up!” 


—James E. Hungerford. 

















/ 





people who had responded so generously out 
of their meager wage to all offerings went 
over the top so that all the current bills 
were met and there was great rejoicing. 
Among those who gave so generously was a 
young man, who gave one hundred and 
twenty-five tithed dollars. This young man 
had heard Mr. Caswell preach on the giving 
of the tithe. He is working in another city 
now, but still holds membership in the La- 
conia Church, and, hearing of the aim of the 
church to complete all its bills, came with 
this money that he had laid aside every 
week as God had prospered him. Many of 
the young people who once attended the La- 
conia Church are retaining their membership 
because they cannot find the teaching in 
other churches which they have always heard 
from the Laconia pulpit. It is a joy to the 
pastor and people to have former members 
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return, because they enter with new zeal into 
the church activities. There is a young father 
who has recently returned from Connecticut. 
Seeing the need of some one to push the 
music end of the church worship, he has or- 
ganized several male quartets besides mixed 
quartets who furnish special music at morn- 
ing and evening services. Sutherland Miller, 
one of the church’s promising young men, 
who graduated from Defiance College in 
June, has also made himself indispensable 
since his return from Ohio. He has done with 
a will whatever he has found needed to be 
done. The church is finding new avenues 
for the young people to serve all the time. 
There is much prayer that the intelligent 
young people of our church may go into 
definite Christian service. — This church is 
seeing to it that some of its people are in 
attendance at all denominational conferences 
and gatherings. A  zood delegation attended 
the New England meeting in Amesbury, 
Massachusetts, in June, and three from the 
church took in the summer institute at 
Craigville, in July. Many will also attend 
the Merrimack Conference meetings at Wood- 
stock, Vermont, in October. Our church is a 
missionary-minded church, due to the splen- 
did teaching received under the pastor and 
the beautiful co-operation. The Woman’s 
Board of the Merrimack Conference seeks to 
raise $500 before October 1. The Laconia 
Church’s quota was $145. This amount was 
raised through dues of the society and the 
thank offering and the mite box opening 
services with the exception of a little over 
fifteen dollars. A special service was held 
one Sunday evening at which time Miss Mil- 
dred Merril, who attended Craigville, gave a 
splendid report. There was special music 
and the special offering that was taken was 
turned over to the women’s missionary so- 
ciety, bringing the quota of $145 over the 
top. — The little people of the church are 
just as great a help as the older folks, and 
especially those of the junior group. Each 
year they assist at the time of the mite box 
opening by giving a missionary concert. 
This year they are going a step forward and 
many of them will bring in mite boxes of 
their own to be donated to the missionary 
offering. During the summer months when 
so many of the young people are working 
away from Laconia, the juniors have sat in 
the choir loft and rendered a selection each 
Sunday morning. The pastor has been giv- 
ing special talks to this group lately. There 
is much talent among the Juniors and the 
Christian Church will not lack for singers for 
many years to come. — It is not all sunshine 
in the Laconia Christian Church. There are 
members in it who have been tried by sick- 
ness and sorrow and suffering this year. 
They are in valleys of worry and financial 
stress, but they are on the hilltops of faith 
and patience, and the church is growing 
spiritually. The Holy Spirit is working. The 
church is a beacon light in the city and a 
guidepost to those who need such, as well 
as a comfort to those who sorrow. — The 
vacation season is about over. There will be 
new emphasis placed on the work in all de- 
partments of the church. Without doubt the 
last part of the year’s activities will equal 
those of the first. Faith is the victory that 
overcomes. The Laconia Church has a large 
portion of faith.—Correspondent. 


INDIANA 


Alexandria, September 6—The Shiloh Chris- 
tian Church, Northwestern Indiana Confer- 
ence, will rededicate its church building on 
Sunday, September 25. Dr. W. D. Samuel 
will have charge of the service. All ex- 
pastors and friends are very cordially in- 
vited to be present and enjoy these services 
with us. — The work at Shiloh is moving 
along very nicely now, but we are expecting 
it to take on new life when we get back into 
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the remodeled church building.—D. A. Cook, 
Pastor. 
IOWA 

Ferguson, September 1—The Central lowa 
Conference has become history. We were 
fortunate in having with us Dr. McD. How- 
sare and Dr. Clarence Defur. Dr. Howsare 
brought helpful messages on missions and 
evangelism. Dr. Defur’s Bible addresses 
were of the highest order. The young people 
of the conference were in charge Saturday 
afternoon and evening. The conference is 
due to meet with the Ferguson Church next 
fall. — Following the conference we began 
an intensive evangelistic campaign at Fergu- 
son, with Dr. Defur directing. The cam- 
paign continued over one week. Twelve per- 
sons came into the church by transfer and 
confession. Dr. Defur’s messages were di- 
rect, logical, and convincing. The church was 
inspired to better things through this cam- 
paign. We expect other visible results to 
follow. — An added interest is manifest in 
the Sunday-school through an “On-time” 
eontest which has continued some five or six 
weeks. Almost one hundred percent on-time 
attendance is registered every Sunday. In 
fact, it is not unusual to see every one in 
attendance on time. The offerings are also 
larger and the interest keener.—E. C. Geed- 
ing, Pastor. 

NEW JERSEY 

Jersey City, September 5—Eight weeks of 
delightful evangelistic service in the South. 
This has been a refreshing season to me with 
very good results. In all, I preached fifty- 
seven times at the following churches: Reids- 
ville, Greensboro, Lees Chapel, Pleasant 
Union, Zion, Oak Level, Clayton, Sanford, and 
Pleasant Hill. Interesting and large congre- 
gations everywhere. The South is moving on 
and the Christian Church is doing its full 
share in the evangelistic field. While in the 
South, I preached in the pulpits of the fol- 
lowing brethren: Rev. Mr. Whitter, Dr. C. H. 
Rowland, Revs. H. A. Denton, J. Lee Johnson, 
R. L. Williamson, J. E. Franks, and J. Fuller 
Johnson—fine, energetic, hard-working 
preachers, all of them. It was great to have 
fellowship with this group of splendid, con- 
secrated ministers. I shall always have 
pleasant memories of my itinerary in the 
South.—J. F. Johnson. 


NEW YORK 

Jamaica, September 7—The S. H. S. Class 
of the Christian Sunday-school of Jamaica 
Creek and the Boy Scouts of the Springfield 
Dock Christian Church spent three days in 
camp at Valley Stream, New York, Septem- 
ber 3-5. The boys had a wonderful time 
cooking their Own meals. As a treat, the 
old “swimmin’ hole’ was near by, and was 
often used. Mr. Buckley interested the boys 
with stories and games. Mr. Fred Hunt was 
our culinary artist, and he sure knew how to 
prepare the eats. The scenes around the 
camp fire Sunday night as the pastor, Rev. 
Chas. S. Worner, told the story of Jesus in a 
quaint way as boys like it, will ever be re- 
membered by all. Friends visited the camp 
and contributed to the enjoyment.—Corres- 
pondent. 


East Hounsfield, September 1—Sunday, 
August 28, was Rev. R. G. English’s last Sun- 
day as pastor. Services were conducted at 
East Hounsfield morning and evening. Two 
young men united with the church in the 
morning. Two young ladies united with the 
church at Calcium in the morning. Good at- 
tendance at Muscalonge Sunday-school in 
the afternoon. Baptismal service was con- 
ducted Friday evening at Christ Church, 
Watertown, four candidates being immersed. 
Sunday four people received the rite of bap- 
tism by sprinkling at the morning service 
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at Calcium. Forty-two members have been 
received at East Hounsfield during Mr. 
English’s pastorate and the Calcium Church 
was reorganized. — On Tuesday evening the 
friends of the community gathered at the 
library for a farewell visit with Mr. English 
and family. Special music and community 
singing were enjoyed and refreshments were 
served. Mr. English was presented with a 
purse of money as a slight token of appre- 
ciation. Many good wishes follow them to 
their new field of service Plainville, New 
York. — Sunday-school and Christian En- 
deavor service will be continued and a new 
pastor secured as soon as possible. — Dele- 
gates from church, Sunday-school, and Chris- 
tian Endeavor expect to attend conference at 
Emerson, New York, September 8-11.—Flora 
Cleveland, Church Clerk. 


A Delightful Evening 


NE of the delightful evenings of the 

Western Indiana Conference held at the 
Prairie Chapel Church near Hillsborough, In- 
diana, was the evening given to the young 
people. The young women did some special- 
ly fine work in reporting the summer schools 
held the past summer at Union Christian Col- 
lege and at Defiance College. All the speak- 
ers emphasized the fine personality of the 
teachers and the inspiration of their work. 
One of the speakers made a comparison be- 
tween Defiance and Purdue University, one 
with an attendance of 3,500, and the other of 
400. In the small school it is possible to 
have fellowship with the teachers, but in the 
other impossible. In the small school the 
strong emphasis was placed on Christian 
education, in the others scientific education 
apart from religion. One who heard the fine 
addresses of the young people and saw their 
fine enthusiasm, feels that with such people 
to carry on the work of our church after 
the present generation of older men and 
women have passed away, the future of our 
church is assured, and, like its Lord, will go 
on conquering and to conquer. 

A. D. Woodworth. 
Hillsborough, Indiana. 


Union lowa Conference 


UR seventy-first annual session was held 


with the Bethlehem Church in Davis 
County, Iowa, August 24-28, 1927. When we 
consider our depleted ministerial force and 
the discouraging conditions most of our 
churches face, our meetings were really 
wonderful in their interest, in the response 
given to appeals for better ways of attaining 
the purposes of the church, and in the power 
with which the messages from God moved 
our hearts. 

But one of our ministers was with us, Dr. 
D. M. Helfenstein, and his charge is at 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. Indeed we have 
but one other active minister on our roll 
and he serves a church of the Disciple 
brotherhood. Our own charges do not sus- 
tain a pastor as he should be. Our only 
present solution of the difficulty is pastor- 
ates suggested again and again in this and 
past sessions and the best arrangement pos- 
sible of these present extreme difficulties, not 
the least of which would be the unwilling- 
ness of some church to lose its self-interest 
in the larger interest of the field. Some of 
us are looking for help in the not too distant 
years from our Western Convention field sec- 
retary, now Rev. J. M. Kauffman, who was 
with us very helpfully the last two days of 
our session. Those of us who know him best 
expect wise, honest, courageous service, all 
the time in some part of his wide field. May 
our churches prove to be worth saving and 
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be taught from some God-sent messenger to 
help themselves according to his Kingdom 
laws. ; 

Dr. McD. Howsare’s help was much ap- 
preciated by us all, and our loyalty to the 
whole General Convention program will be 
greater as a result of his work with us. This 


does not mean what it should, but it is true, 


for some who were opposed to it were left 
warmly in accord. All were glad that Dr. 
D. M. Helfenstein could be with us again. 
His morning messages on “A Thought of 
God for Today” gave just the right spiritual 
tang to the service of each day, and in ser- 
mon and address and business activity his 
help was invaluable. 

A Young People’s Congress was organized 
with considerable enthusiasm, and we believe 
it carries the promise of a better day, for 
these young folk will not be satisfied with 
their Congress activities alone. Our whole 
work will be given impulse. 

‘We also accepted the General and Western 
Convention’s apportionment of their budgets 
and some of us at least are praying that our 
churches shall all make a real effort to reach 
it. Ours will be the greater blessing. 

We must speak of the contribution that 
every one tried to make to the helpfulness 
of our session. There did not seem to be a 
careless mind among us. God’s work was 
supreme. And then the local church. How 
well it did its part! And this not in caring 
for our physical comfort alone but in its 
contribution to our program and especially its 
spirit. It has had no pastor but has in a 
wonderful way kept up its church life. A 
weekly prayer meeting has been maintained 
that has been a source of power. It has had 
eight additions to its membership and a 
greater number of baptism, five of these and 
one addition being on the Sunday of our ses- 
sion. On that day, also, in a beautiful serv- 
ice two of the churches’ young men were or- 
dained as deacons. To the writer, the most 
attractive feature was their wives standing 
with them. 

God gave us a great session. May we now 
give him, if he spares us for it, a great year 
of work. 

John J. Kyle. 


Rev. Horace G. Halse 


HORACE G. HALSE, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

J. G. Halse, was born in Leicester, Eng- 
land, December 26, 1903, departed this life 
August 27, 1927, aged twenty-three years, 
eight months and one day. When a year 
and a half old, he removed with his parents 
to Toronto, Canada, where he resided un- 
til he went to Wakarusa, Indiana, three 
years ago. 

At the age of one month his parents dedi- 
cated him to the Lord in Carey Hall, Eng- 
land and trained him during his childhood 
for God’s service. At the early age of six- 
teen, he began preaching at the Victoria 
Park Church in Toronto. While serving that 
church he took a course in McMasters Uni- 
versity. 

After four years’ service in his home 

church, he accepted the pastorate of the 
First Christian Church of Wakarusa. Here 
for three years he labored incessantly, with 
untiring zeal, and forgetting his own wel- 
fare he truly put Christ and others first. 
_ As a pastor he was especially interested 
In young people and mingled with them not 
only in religious work but in their homes, in 
their joys and sorrows, their work and play. 
As a result of this close contact with youth, 
they learned to love God’s house and were 
faithful in attendance. 

He organized the “Four Square” move- 
ment for boys and directed them in a wise 
use of their leisure time. Through his 
efforts a number of these boys were won to 
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Christ. On Sunday morning, August 28, 
his class of boys held a service around his 
casket and several boys for whom he had 
earnestly labored, accepted Christ as a per- 
sonal Savior. The boys feel they have lost 
a leader and a true friend. 

He was devoted to his work and ‘studied 
that he might be a workman approved of 
God. Although his life was cut off at an 
early age, yet his life will bear fruit 
for years to come, in the lives of those with 
whom he lived. 

Funeral services were held Tuesday at 
two o’clock and were conducted by Rev. 
Jacob Frasier of Upland, assisted by Revs. 
J. M. Hartman, Basil Harris, and Walter 
Lechlitner. 

He is survived by his parents, a sister, 
and a brother. and a host of relatives and 
friends. In accordance with his wish, that 
he be buried among the people whom he last 
served, his body was laid to rest in the 
Olive Cemetery. 


A Coupling Pin for Churches 


N engine and a train of freight cars 

stood on the track preparing for service 
to mankind. The loading completed, the 
signal was given to start. The engineer 
responded to the signal, and immediately 
the engine started on its way, but left the 
ears standing on the tracks. By some 
strange oversight the engine had not been 
coupled to the train, and waile it meved 





swiftiy forwari, the train stood stolidly 
still. 

The incident is recalled by a statement 
made by Dr. Edward T. Root, secretary of 
the Massachusetts Federation of Churches, 
who points out that ministers and leading 
laymen are frequently far in advance of the 
great body of laity in the matter of Chris- 
tian idealism as applied to the living issues 
of today. He undertakes to explain how 
this happens, and this is his explanation: 
“The reason, as I see it, is that the church 
leaders take and read religious papers; 
while the rank and file mainly depend upon 
the daily press, which does not attempt to 
give a Christian interpretation of current 
events, and cannot be relied upon to give 
the news most important from a Christian 
standpoint.” 

If the explanation given by Dr. Root is 
correct, then the church paper performs 
some such humble function as that per- 
formed by the coupling pin. Yet how im- 
portant is that function! The engine alone 
cannot render any very effective service to 
mankind. Only as it carries with it its 
well-loaded train does it make its own power 
effective for the race. Is not this also true 
of the Christian leader? Only as he car- 
ries with him in thought and ideal and pur- 
pose enough people to mold public opinion 
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is his power really effective in furthering 
the Kingdom of God. There must be some 
means by which the ideals of the prophets 
become the ideals of the people before those 
ideals will ever change human society ma- 
terially and bring the Kingdom nearer. 

Dr. Root asks: “How can we expect to 
persuade the membership of our churches 
to any great zeal for the highest Christian 
ideals in social and international affairs 
when their whole viewpoint is made up 
from what they read in the daily papers?” 
The answer is that it cannot be done, and 
the conclusion seems irresistible that there 
will always remain a wide distance between 
the idealism of the Christian leader and the 
idealism of the ordinary church member un- 
til that average church member can _ be 
brought to read and think upon the same 
subjects which engage so much of the 
preacher’s time. 

These subjects, consideration of which 
develop Christian idealism, are the very 
subjects which are treated in our church 
papers. Hence the members of our churches 
should read those papers if they are to de- 
velop in Christian idealism. Dr. Root and 
those associated with him in the Massa- 
chusetts Federation of Churches are so con- 
vinced of the truth of the statement that 
they are proposing an interdenominational 
campaign with “A Church Paper in Every 
Church Home” as its slogan and its goal. 
Would it not be well for other States to 
join in such a campaign? If that goal is 
ever reached—and if, then church members 
really read the church papers—fewer min- 
isters will be distressed because of their 
loneliness in their idealism, and more min- 
isters will rejoice in the consciousness that 
their people are moving with them to ren- 
der that full service which the church 
should render.—An editorial in The Presby- 
terian Advance. 


Church Membership and Evangelism 


HOULD people be encouraged to join the 

church in much the same way that they 
might join a lodge or any other organiza- 
tion? Or should there be the most rigid 
scrutiny and the demand for high experi- 
ence of conversion before the church por- 
tals are opened? 

Perhaps a dogmatic answer to these ques- 
tions is not as easy as some suppose. Of 
course, one is disposed to say that the 
standards and requirements for church 
membership cannot be too high. But in 
practice this tends to defeat its purpose. 
People of formal faith and profession join 
the church very lightly. They profess as- 
sent to creeds and standards or pledge 
fidelity to solemn covenants with little ac- 
tual spiritual vision, and little sense of ob- 
ligation and responsibility. But while com- 
pliant and formal conformists have been 
swept into the church with notorious lack 
of care, there has been a tendency toward 
the exclusion from the church of fine spirits 
who have felt their imperfection and who 
have hesitated to take a step which seemed 
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religious, says President Harper. 


to drive. 


from the inside. 
Jesus for themselves. 


A Book for Youth 


Contrary to much of the opinion and criticism of today, youth is deeply 
But youth is today, as always, engaged 
in a crusade for the discovery of truth. 
mindedness. Youth has courage and reckless abandon; youth is confident, 
enthusiastic, altruistic, optimistic, and has the spirit of service. 
youth is leadable and needs leaders who can lead and will not simply try 
Dr. Harper is a leader of youth. For sixteen years as college 
president and from his intimate association, he has learned to know youth 
He believes that this generation has a right to interpret 


This presentation ought to find thoughtful, candid minds. 
cussion of theology is here, but much of religion and the kind of religion 
that ought to appeal to young people.—Boston Transcript. 
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publicly to proclaim their profession of an 
attainment which they could hardly claim. 

The conditions of church membership, the 
invitation to join, and the method and prac- 
tice of admission, should as much discour- 
age light acceptance of the responsibilities 
of church members as they encourage and 
welcome the sensitive and over-scrupulous. 

It is a great mistake to sweep into any 
organization large numbers of people who 
do not understand its history, life, and pur- 
poses, or who do not accept the reasonable 
obligations of faithfulness and loyalty to it. 
But on the other hand people ought to be 
made to see that the great condition of 
church membership is profession of faith, 
not profession of perfection. Nobody who 
has not a strong impulse to be good, and 
a longing to be better, has legitimate place 
in a Christian church. But the deepest evi- 
dence of impulse toward goodness is the 
longing to be better, and the deep sense of 
personal imperfection. The church has al- 
ready within its membership too many self- 
satisfied and spiritually complacent people. 

From the harsh and exacting interpreta- 
tion of its standards and a censorious and 
cross-examining temper, things very un- 
fortunate in nature and expression, the 
church has tended toward lax and careless 
practices in building up its membership. 
The cure for both these un-Christian ex- 
cesses is the Christian spirit that welcomes 
all who have the faintest glimmerings of 
Christian purpose. 

As Dr. Fagley pointed out in discussions 
of this matter in New York State recently, 
it is direction, rather than content of faith 
or attainment, that constitutes the true 
qualification for church membership. We 
ought not to be content until we have 
brought into the church all whose hearts 
and footsteps are toward the Kingdom, even 
if they have gone little more than a day’s 
journey. All such need the fellowship, help, 
and schooling that the church affords. The 
practice of bringing people into the church 


and converting them afterwards is not like- 
ly to result more hopefully than that of 
women in marrying men to reform them. 
But the taking of the right direction is the 
beginning of conversion. The church ought 
to regard with as welcome an eye and as 
glad a soul the first step of anyone toward 
the Kingdom as a mother watchfully re- 
joices over the first step of her babe. And 
people, like babes, are often helped in the 
right direction by a guiding hand, and by a 
patient attitude that is none too observant 
of, or censorious over, their stumblings and 
falls. The danger of the church is never 
that it shall lack in method and discipline. 
Its only danger is that it shall lack in love 
and sympathy, and in the warmth with 
which it seeks to uplift the human into the 
divine.—The Congregationalist. 


The Bible’s Sole Remedy for Sin 


HE only remedy for sin that the Bible 

declares, and hence that the Church 
knows, is the Son of God, who was sent into 
the world at a definite point of time in its 
history, by the Father, in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and for sin; who was tempted 
in all points like as we are, yet without sin; 
who offered himself without spot to God as 
an atonement for the sin of the world in 
one sacrifice forever; who was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father and is 
now alive for evermore at his right hand 
in heaven; and who communicates the 
power of his own endless life to all those 
who, in response to his claim, yield to him 
the government and guidance of their be- 
ing, and thus “saves to the uttermost them 
that come unto God by him.” This is a 
brief conspectus of the essential outline of 
the Christian gospel which is our entrust- 
ment, that God in Christ has done some- 
thing adequate to reconcile the revolters 
against his will to that against which they 
revolted, to redeem them from the conse- 
quences to themselves of their alienation, 
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and to re-create their lives around a new 
center under the imperative of a new and 
constant motive.—J. Stwart Holden, in The 
Biblical Review. 


The Cost of Getting There 


OMETIME, I should like to write an 

article on slavery to phrases. It would 
be a matter of interest to make a collection 
of current saws that are bandied abcut 
from lip to lip as if they were really words 
of wisdom and truth, and then to show to 
what extent the ordinary man’s reactions 
to life are determined by these substitutes 
for thought. 

When, for instance, one hears that a boy 
of seven played exhibition games of bil- 
liards, that at the age of fifteen that boy 
was touring the world as a professional 
billiardist, that at the age of nineteen he 
won the world championship away from a 
famous veteran, and that at the age of 
thirty-seven he was still holding that cham- 
pionship unbroken against all the world, 
the conventional, bromidic comments would 
be something like this: “He must be a 
genius at the game!” “What eyes he must 
have been born with!” “What steady nerves 
he must have!” 

Perhaps those things, and many more, 
were his gift by birth. What he himself 
says is that he has won and held the 
championship because he has worked for 
it. Even after all these years of masterly 
playing, he still spends about five hours a 
day at the billiard table, giving exercise to 
every muscle that the game calls for, prac- 
ticing all kinds of shots. Nor does he limit 
his discipline to such things alone. He cuts 
» himself off from both alcchol and tobacco; 
_ he takes pains to give himself ample sleep; 
he abstains from amusements that might 
hurt him—golf, for example, because of 
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872 +» CHAPTER 10. 
s Reproof of Israel and a threat. 
S’RA-EL is an empty vine, he 
bringeth forth fruit unto himself: 
according to the multitude of his fruit 
he hath increased the altars; accord- 
ing to the goodness of his land they 
have made goodly images. 


among thy people, and all thy for- 
tresses shall be spoiled, as Shal’man 
spoiled Béth-ar’bel in the day of 
battle: the mother was dashed in 
pieces upon her children. 

5 So shall Béth’—-el do unto you be- 
cause of your great wickedness: in 





a morning shall the king of Is’ra-el 
utterly be cut off. 
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' something it does to his forearm. Before 
| an important match he even denies himself 
| the newspaper for several days because of 
» the effect on his eyes. The champion bil- 
) liard player finds that his skill is worth 
many thousands of dellars a year. But he 
pays for everything that he wins. 
There is a common superstition that when 
a person becomes blind nature compensates 
him by quickening his other faculties. If a 
blind man learns to make hands and ears 
and nose do for him what eyes do for the 
rest of the world, it is because of his own 
} unsleeping, brave effort. He is attentive 
and painstaking and persistent, where cth- 
er people are careless and indolent. 
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When you read in the papers that the 
director of one of the most famous tele- 
Scopes in America—that at the Yerkes Ob- 
Servatory—is blind, you may be sure that 
he is not made able to carry on his exacting 
work by the possession of some gift that 
seeing men do not have; it is only because 
he turns all his faculties eagerly and per- 
sistently to the accomplishment of what he 
has in mind. When you read that the 
president of one great railroad began life 
as a track laborer, the president of another 
as a messenger boy, the president of another 
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as a flagman, the president of another as a 
brakeman, and so on through a notable list, 
you may be sure that their rise was not 
due alone to the fact that their abilities 
were above those of their fellows. Their 
enthusiasm, their persistence in the face of 
discouragements, their willingness to work 
after hours—these things also set them 
apart from the men who did not rise. When 
you marvel at the skill of the concert 
pianist and the violin virtuoso, do not fail 
to remember how they have driven them- 
* selves to practice, seven or eight hours a 
day, year after year, when the lure of the 
world to come out and have a good time 
was flashing before their eyes and sound- 
ing in their ears, just as it is in yours. 
Great results do not come by accident. Nor 
do great souls —Winfred Rhoades, in The 
Congregationalist. 


About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


representatives on this committee from our 
southern States—Bishop James Cannon, Jr., 
of Richmond, Virginia, and Dean Edmund 
D. Soper, of Duke University. 

Ohio pastors need to note the fact that 
the next annual meeting of the Assembly 
of the Ohio Council of Churches meets at 
Columbus October 24 and 25. The Ohio 
Council, of which Rev. B. F. Lamb is sec- 
retary, is doing such a remarkably fine 
piece of constructive work not only along 
the lines of Christian unity but also in in- 
vigorating the church life of this State, es- 
pecially through the Ohio Christian News, 
that it should be given the heartiest support 
of every participating denomination, and its 
meetings should be largely attended. So far 
as we know there is not another paper: pub- 
lished in the world like the Ohio Christian 
News—a weekly of religious news, with a 
large circulation among all of the de- 
nominations of this State and through which 
every line of Christian activity in the State 
receives attention and promotion. Mr. Vin- 
ton E. McVicker, who as managing editor 
is largely responsible for it, has made a 
marked success of this unique publication. 

A very attractive, illustrated poster pro- 
gram of the fourth biennial session of the 
Central Christian Convention, to be held 
with our church at Mellott, Indiana, Octo- 
ber 26-28, has just come to our desk. It 
would be impossible to mention all the good 
things planned for this great gathering, but 
it is a fine program—one that should bring 
together a large and representative delega- 
tion from all of the churches in this cen- 
tral district. Dr. and Mrs. A. D. Wood- 
worth, our missionaries from Japan who 
are now home on furlough, will be special 
guests of the convention and bring special 
messages. Rev. Ernest D. Gilbert, dean of 
Defiance College, will have charge of the 
Bible study periods. Dr. M. A. Dawber, 
superintendent of the Rural Work Depart- 
ment of the Board of Home Missions and 
Church Extension in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, will conduct a rural church in- 
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stitute on Thursday afternoon and deliver 
an address in the evening. Special emphasis 
will be given to the work of missions, evan- 
gelism, and Christian education—especially 
as pertaining to the part played by our 
young people. Free lodging and breakfast 
will be furnished by the people of Mellott, 
while other meals will be served in the 
church at moderate cost. The pastor of 
the entertaining church is Rev. J. C. Fry, 
who, as well as the secretary of the con- 
vention, Rev. Eugene H. Rainey, Atwood, 
Illinois, will be glad to give any further in- 
formation desired. 

Official announcements have reached us 
with reference to the “Starkey Christian 
Training School” to be opened at Lakemont, 
New York, for the training of ministers 
and Christian workers. Dr. J. N. Dales has 
been elected dean of the school, and this of 
itself is a promise that it shall be pushed 
vigorously and with wisdom throughout the 
Metropolitan area. Mrs. Margaret Mac- 
Calman is chosen as dean of women and is 
admirably fitted for her task. Dr. Martyn 
Summerbell and Dr. G. A. Conibear are 
the other two members of the faculty so far 
appointed and their high merits are also 
well known to our entire brotherhood. Ad- 
ditional members of the faculty will be ap- 
pointed later. The school is to open Oc- 
tober 4 and will welcome students of all de- 
nominations. The tuition is free, but a 
registration fee of ten dollars is payable 
on admission. Three or more scholarships 
for women, consisting of free rooms with 
light and heat, are available for this com- 
ing year. Starkey Seminary is co-operating 
in every possible way with this new school 
and effort will be made to develop an edu- 
cational center for certain lines of Christian 
training for our people at Lakemont. Al- 
ready The Herald has given this project its 
heartiest endorsement, as we are more and 
more concerned with the grave situation 
which confronts our churches in this and 
other sections because our regular colleges 
are not turning out ministers rapidly 
enough to supply the demand. Unless we 
are to lose a very heavy proportion of our 
churches, it is inevitable that something 
other than our present plan must be adopted 
and adopted quick. This is a fact which 
does not seem to lay hold of any great num- 
ber of our leaders and workers. But one 
needs only to keep track for a few years of 
what is actually taking place in some of 
these needy fields to realize how utterly true 
is the above statement. And we bespeak 
for this attempt at a partial solution of 
the problem the heartiest co-operation of 
the section for which it is intended. 

The session of the Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence which was just held at Walnut Hills 
witnessed an unusual number of changes 
for this conference. The president, Dr. A. 
E. Kemp, left during the session for his new 
field at Urbana, Illinois. The same day, 
Dr. James H. Lightbourne arrived from 
Holland, Va., to take charge at Troy. Just 
following the conference, the pastor of the 
church, Rev. A. W. Hirby, took up the work 
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at Trotwood, and Dr. E. A. Watkins laid 
hold of the helm at Walnut Hills. Dr. J. f, 
Etter was elected president of the confer. 
ence, Dr. Omer S. Thomas vice-president, 
and Rev. E. T. Cotten secretary; while 
Brother J. L. Rector, of Pleasant Hill, was: 
retained as treasurer. A number of new 
pastors will be at work in the conference 
this year, as has already been indicated in 
these columns. The new president held a 
meeting with these new pastors at Dayton 
last Monday for mutual fellowship and ac. 
quaintance in the workings and objectives 
of the conference. Such a get-together js 
such a splendid idea that all of the pastors 
of the conference should have been included 
in it. The conference adopted the budget pro. 
posed by the General Convention, and also 
a conference budget large enough to take 
care of its own conference and church ex. 
tension work. A very helpful program was 
rendered at the conference. The biggest 
day of the conference was on Friday, un- 
der the auspices of the Woman’s Mission 
Board. On other days, the attendance was 
small. It is deeply to be regretted that such 
a large number of the churches were not 
represented or represented by so few, and 
that so many of the pastors were absent 
from so many of the sessions of the con- 
ference. This is a growing situation in this 
and other conferences which is bound very 
vitally to affect the work of our church un- 
less it is remedied. It is significant to note 
that the denominations which are today the 
most aggressive and growing are steadily 
increasing the attendance and importance 
of their conference gatherings rather than 
to allow them to diminish as some of our 
conferences have been doing. Every effort 
should be put forth to remedy this defect 
by our various conferences. 








Deaths 


Martha Ann, daughter of the late Rev. David S. 
and Margaret Davenport, was born near Covington, 


Miami County, Ohio, March 31, 1849. She was con. 
verted under the labors of her father at the age of 
thirteen. She moved with her parents to Harrisville 
Indiana, in 1865, and united with the Harrisville 
Christian’ Church in September of the same year. 

She was united in marriage to Marcus Coats 
March 25, 1875. To this union were born four chil- 
dren, three sons and one daughter. Two of thes 
have preceded her in death, Ira Ivan, who died in 
infancy, and Lydia M. on January 21, 1912. Among 
those who are left to mourn their loss are two sons, 
L. D.. of Cincinnati, and Oscar, of Toledo; one 
granddaughter, Mrs. Irene Davis, who so_ tenderly 
cared for her during her declining years; one grand- 
son, three great-grandchildren, other relatives, and 
a multitude of dear friends. 

In the year 1884 she became a licentiate member 
of the Eastern Indiana Christian Conference and was 
ever after a true and loyal minister. She was 4 


. charter member of the woman’s board of home and 


foreign missions of her conference, which was or 
ganized in the year of 1890. For twenty-nine years 
she was its treasurer, resigning in 1919 because of 
failing health. She was always interested in the 
affairs of the church, Sunday-school, and missionary 
work. Her highest ambition was to “deal justly, love 
merey, and walk humbly before God”, and she often 
said, “I want to be missed when my chair is v* 
cant’. She was a faithful wife, a kind and loving 
mother. a consistent Christian, of a forgiving spirit, 
charitable to a fault, and a friend to all. 

Mrs. Coats was the last of a family of nine chil- 
dren. She lay down the armor here to receive her 
crown from “the Lord, the righteous Judge” at the 
home of her granddaughter, Mrs. Irene Davis, Wit- 
chester, Indiana. Sunday morning, September 4. 
1927, at eleven-twentyv o’clock, having lived seventy: 
eight years, six monhts, and five days. 











